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Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church.  Within the gospel reading’s 
profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed in a 
human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed 
with God from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at 
Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes 
among us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new 
birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we 
receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth. 
 

*please stand as able                                                   

      
 
PRELUDE & QUIET MEDITATION 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS           
 

*GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.                          

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 
mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 
name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

 
*GATHERING SONG                “The Summons”                                  W&P 137 

(Verses 1, 3 & 4) 
"Will you come and follow me 

if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don't know 

and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown, 

will you let my name be known, 
will you let my life be grown 

in you and you in me? 
 

"Will you leave yourself behind 
if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind 
and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare, 
should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer pray'r 
in you and you in me? 
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"Will you love the you you hide 
if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside 
and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you've found 
to reshape the world around, 

through my sight and touch and sound 
in you and you in me?" 

 
*GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

*KYRIE 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE   “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High”                     W&P 90 
Lord, I lift your name on high,  

Lord, I love to sing your praises. 
I’m so glad you’re in my life, 

I’m so glad you came to save us. 
You came from heaven to earth to show the way, 

from the earth to the cross, my debt to pay; 
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;  

Lord, I lift your name on high. 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of 
your incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in 
all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING                                                                      Jeremiah 31:7-14 
     Thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise 
shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, 
O LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel.” See, I am going to bring 
them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest 
parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child 
and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here. 
With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them 
back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which 
they shall not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim 
is my firstborn. 
     Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands 
far away; say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep 
him as a shepherd a flock.  ”For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, and has 
redeemed him from hands too strong for him. They shall come and sing 
aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness 
of the LORD, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of 
the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, 
and they shall never languish again. Then shall the young women rejoice 
in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I will turn 
their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them gladness for 
sorrow. 
     I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be 
satisfied with my bounty, says the LORD. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM                                                                                       Psalm 147:12-20 
12Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion, 
13who has strengthened the bars of your gates and has blessed your 
children within you. 
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14God has established peace on your borders and satisfies you with the 
finest wheat. 
15God sends out a command to the earth, a word that runs very 
swiftly.  
16God gives snow like wool, scattering frost like ashes. 
17God scatters hail like bread crumbs. Who can stand against God’s 
cold? 
18The LORD sends forth the word and melts them; the wind blows, and 
the waters flow. 
19God declares the word to Jacob, statutes and judgments to Israel. 
20The LORD has not done so to any other nation; they do not know God’s 
judgments. Hallelujah!  
 
SECOND READING                                                                  Ephesians 1:3-14 
     Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world 
to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for 
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good 
pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his 
grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made 
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that 
he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all 
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have 
also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the 
purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and 
will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live 
for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, 
were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge 
of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the 
praise of his glory. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                       W&P 28 
“Change My Heart, O God” 
Change my heart, O God; 

make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God; 

may I be like you. 
 

You are the potter; 
I am the clay. 

Mold me and make me; 
this is what I pray. 

Change my heart, O God; 
make it ever true. 

Change my heart, O God; 
may I be like you. 

 
*GOSPEL                                                                                            John 1:10-18 
The Holy Gospel according to John the first chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
     He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet 
the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in 
his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, 
not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
     And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 
his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John 
testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) From 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No 
one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the 
Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
MORNING MESSAGE                                                          Pastor Clyde Singh 
 
 
 
 



7 
 

HYMN                                      “We Are Called”                                 W&P 147 
Come! Live in the light!   

Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! 
We are called to be light for the kingdom,  
to live in the freedom of the city of God. 

Refrain: 
We are called to act with justice,  

we are called to love tenderly; 
we are called to serve one another,  

to walk humbly with God. 
 

Come! Open your heart! 
Show your mercy to all those in fear! 

We are called to be hope for the hopeless so hatred and blindness will 
be no more.  Refrain 

 

Sing! Sing a new song! 
Sing of that great day when all will be one! 

God will reign, and we'll walk with each other  
as sisters and brothers united in love.  Refrain 

  
*APOSTLES’ CREED 
     I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
     I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. 
     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition concludes: “Hear us, O God,”                                       
The congregation responds: “Your mercy is great.” 
 
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all who are in need. 
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Redeeming God, you gather together your people from the farthest 
parts of the earth. Protect your church from stumbling. Let it not be 
overcome by sorrow, division, or despair. Make us radiant with 
goodness, that we might live always to the praise of your glory. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

You bring together heaven and earth. All creation testifies to your 
splendor. Hold the ecosystems of this earth in delicate balance, from 
coastlands to farmlands, forests to wetlands, deserts to rainforests. 
Show us new ways to live in harmony with the world around us. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

You overflow with grace upon grace. Expand the imaginations of those 
who serve in positions of authority. Open their hearts to the needs of 
their nations and communities. Protect all those in harm’s way and 
those risking danger for the sake of others. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

You bring consolation to those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-
off, excluded, or defeated. Accompany those living with chronic and 
invisible illness. Sustain the weak and weary. Refresh those who labor 
under the weight of pain or sickness especially Carol Flint, Elaine Sierer, 
Betty Blockberger, Mary & Steve Clark, Lynn Conrad, Bud Cotterman, 
Betty Smalley, Jared DeLong, Sam Clippenger, Burl Barnes, and Ivan 
Aldred. Our friends Nick Bostelman, Alice Hunt, George Hunt, Roberta, 
Tom Zuber, Scott St. John, Romaine Boundy, Bob and Gretchen 
Noneman, Joey DenHerder and Nancy Kuns. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

You come to us in the beauty of darkness and of light. Bring justice and 
reconciliation to communities divided by oppressions and misuse of 
power. Guide us to speak holy words of advocacy and truth. Help us to 
honor your image in one another. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

You turn our mourning into joy. We give thanks for those who have died 
in faith. With all the saints, give us our inheritance in Christ. In the 
fullness of time, gather us all together in your mercy. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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The prayers conclude:  
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these 
and all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

*PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
OFFERING 

 
*OFFERING CANTICLE         “We Are An Offering”                          W&P  146 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,  
we lift our lives up to you:  we are an offering. 

Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands,  
Lord, use our lives, they are yours:  we are an offering. 

All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, 
 we give to you, we give to you. 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,  
we lift our lives up to you:   

we are an offering, we are an offering. 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  
Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among 
the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with 
your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, 
with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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*PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word 
made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant 
vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be 
drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs 
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*SANCTUS                                “Holy, holy, holy…”                      ELW pg. 153 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the 
sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on 
the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, 
and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all 
who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

*THE BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

*CANTICLE                              “Bind Us Together”                               W&P 18 
Bind us together, Lord, bind us together  

with cords that cannot be broken. 
Bind us together, Lord, bind us together,  

Lord; bind us together in love. 
There is only on God.  There is only one King.  

There in only one Body; that is why we can sing. 
 

Bind us together, Lord, bind us together 
with cords that cannot be broken. 

Bind us together, Lord, bind us together, 
 Lord; bind us together in love. 

You are the family of God.  You are the promise divine. 
You are God’s chosen desire, you are the glorious wine. 

 

Bind us together, Lord, bind us together 
with cords that cannot be broken. 

Bind us together, Lord, bind us together, 
 Lord; bind us together in love. 
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Let us pray.  
Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this 
meal we have feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, 
that we may be your holy people, revealing your glory made known to 
us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
*BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

*SENDING SONG                    “Go Now in Peace” 
Go now in peace.  Never be afraid. 

God will go with you each hour of every day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. 

Know He will guide you in all you do. 
 

Go now in love, and show you believe. 
Reach out to others so all the world can see. 

God will be there watching from above. 
Go now in peace, in faith and in love. 

Amen, Amen, Amen. 
 
*DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
*POSTLUDE 
 

      
Birthdays: 
Steve Fitch..………..…….…………………………….….……........................January 5 
Jordan Phlipot….…..……………………………………...….…………………..…January 7 
Florence Smith………………………………………………………………………...January 7  
Jane Stouffer……………………………………………………………………….…January 10 
Nicholas Myers………………………………………………………………………January 11 
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WHEN YOU PRAY, REMEMBER…… 
Carol Flint, Elaine Sierer, Betty Blockberger, Mary & Steve Clark, Lynn 
Conrad, Bud Cotterman, Betty Smalley, Jared DeLong, Sam Clippenger, 
Burl Barnes, and Ivan Aldred. Our friends Nick Bostelman, Alice Hunt, 
George Hunt, Roberta, Tom Zuber, Scott St. John, Romaine Boundy, Bob 
and Gretchen Noneman, Joey DenHerder and Nancy Kuns. 
 
Those Serving In The United States Military: Jordan Phlipot, Taylor 
Hatcher, Jared DeLong, Miah Coil, Brad Crawford, Adam Deatrick, 
Adriana Gonzales, Ian Munger, Brendon Lothamer, Suzanne Laney, 
Sarah Scott, Westen Phlipot and Macy Iler. 
 
Child Fund Orphans: Andre & Ana 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 3, 2021: 

OFFERING December 27: $3053                         NEEDED WEEKLY:  $3458 
 
The flowers adorning our altar this morning are given to the glory 
of God by Troy and Stacy Mangette in memory of Grandpa John 
Englehart. 
 
THOSE SERVING SUNDAY, January 3, 2021: 
Pastor………………………………………………………………………..Pastor Clyde Singh 
Pianist……………………………………………………………………………………..Bill Brune 
Reader……………………………………………………………………….…….…..Renee Boss 
Money Counters…………...................Dennis & Cheryl Sanderson, Sue Beck 
A/V Tech………………………………………………………….………………..........Tim Boss 
 
THOSE SERVING SUNDAY, January 10, 2021: 
Pastor……………………………………………………………………..…Pastor Clyde Singh 
Pianist……………………………………………………………………………………..Bill Brune 
Reader……………………………………………….……………………….………..Joan Mapes 
Money Counters…………………………........Dan & Ethel Wilder, Karen Jacobs 
A/V Tech………………………………………………………….………………....C.W. Harper 
 
 
 
 
 
 


