
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Paulding, Ohio 

Sunday, March 14, 2021 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Holy Communion 
10:30 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church The fourth of the Old Testament 
promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise God makes 
to Moses: those who look on the bronze serpent will live. In today’s 
gospel Jesus says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so 
that those who look to him in faith will live. When we receive the sign 
of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can look to in 
faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we 
are dying. 
 
*please stand as able                                                   
 
PRELUDE & QUIET MEDITATION 
How have you been able to  

• know Jesus more clearly?   
• Love Jesus more dearly and  
• follow Jesus more nearly? 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS           
 

*GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.                          

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 
mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
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the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 

 Congregation is invited to kneel or stand as able. 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.    Amen. 
 
The minister announces God’s forgiveness. 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God 
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live 
in your hearts through faith. 
Amen.   
 

Congregation stands as able. 
 
*GATHERING SONG                                                                             ELW 638 

“Blessed Assurance” 
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 

Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
This is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior, all the day long: 
this is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior all the day long. 
 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
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angels descending bring from above 
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 

This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior, all the day long: 

this is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior all the day long. 

 
Perfect submission, all is at rest; 

I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
watching and waiting, looking above, 

filled with his goodness, lost in his love. 
This is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior, all the day long: 
this is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior all the day long. 
 

*GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

*KYRIE 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen. 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE        “Come, Ye Disconsolate”                         ELW 607 
Come, ye disconsolate, where'er ye languish; 

come to the mercy-seat, fervently kneel. 
Here bring your wounded hearts, 

here tell your anguish; 
earth has no sorrow that heav'n cannot heal. 

 

Joy of the desolate, light of the straying, 
hope of the penitent, fadeless and pure; 

here speaks the Comforter, tenderly saying, 
"Earth has no sorrow that heav'n cannot cure." 

 

Here see the Bread of life; see waters flowing 
forth from the throne of God, pure from above. 
Come to the feast of love; come, ever knowing 

earth has no sorrow but heav'n can remove. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this 
fallen world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us 
into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING                                                                       Numbers 21:4-9 
4From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to 
go around the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the 
way. 5The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have 
you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no 
food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” 6Then the LORD 
sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so 
that many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We 
have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the 
LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the 
people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and 
set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” 9So 
Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and 
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whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the 
serpent of bronze and live. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM                                                                             Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good, for God’s mercy endures 
forever. 
2Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim that God redeemed them 
from the hand of the foe, 
3gathering them in from the lands; from the east and from the west, 
from the north and from the south. 
17Some were fools and took rebellious paths; through their sins they 
were afflicted. 
18They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door. 
19Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD and you delivered them 
from their distress.  
20You sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from 
the grave. 
21Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love and your 
wonderful works for all people. 
22Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with 
shouts of joy.  
 
SECOND READING                                                                Ephesians 2:1-10 
1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once 
lived, following the course of this world, following the ruler of the 
power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are 
disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the passions of our 
flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature 
children of wrath, like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich in mercy, 
out of the great love with which he loved us 5even when we were dead 
through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace 
you have been saved—6and raised us up with him and seated us with 
him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come 
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward 
us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through faith, and 
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—9not the result of 
works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are what he has made us, 
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created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand to be our way of life. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                      W&P 28 
Change my heart, O God; 

make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God; 

may I be like you. 
 

You are the potter; 
I am the clay. 

Mold me and make me; 
this is what I pray. 

 

Change my heart, O God; 
make it ever true. 

Change my heart, O God; 
may I be like you. 

 

*GOSPEL                                                                                       John 3:14-21 
The holy gospel according to John the third chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may 
have eternal life. 
  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18Those 
who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe 
are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name 
of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the light has 
come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light 
because their deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and 
do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21But 
those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly 
seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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MORNING MESSAGE                                                        Pastor Clyde Singh 
 
HYMN                                                                                                    ELW 323 

“God Loved the World” 
(Verses 1, 4 & 5) 

God loved the world so that he gave 
his only Son the lost to save, 

that all who would in him believe 
should everlasting life receive. 

 

Be of good cheer, for God's own Son 
forgives all sins that you have done, 

and justified by Jesus' blood, 
your baptism grants the highest good. 

All glory to the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To you, O blessed Trinity, 
be praise now and eternally! 

 
*APOSTLES’ CREED 

     I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
     I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. 
     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.   Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
  Each petition concludes: “Hear us, O God.”                                       

The congregation responds: “Your mercy is great.” 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 

Congregation is invited to kneel or stand as able. 
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You sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire 
the witness of the church throughout the world. Empower 
missionaries, Bible translators, and ministries of service in your name. 
Bless our partners in ministry, our ELCA global partner churches, and 
Young Adults in Global Mission. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and 
deserts, wilderness areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; 
nurture spring growth that feeds hungry creatures; bless farmers as 
they prepare for the growing season. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

You sustained your people in the wilderness. Give courage to all who 
lead in times of crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those 
who aid victims of famine and drought. Bring peace in places where 
scarce resources cause violence. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Your mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially 
those who are hungry or without homes. Give life in places where 
death seems triumphant; give healing to those who are sick especially 
Carol Flint, Elaine Sierer, Betty Blockberger, Mary & Steve Clark, Pat 
Ross, Lynn Conrad, Bud Cotterman, Betty Smalley, Jared DeLong, Sam 
Clippinger, Burl Barnes, Jane Stouffer and Ivan Aldred. Our friends Nick 
Bostelman, Alice Hunt, George Hunt, Roberta, Tom Zuber, Scott St. 
John, Mick & Romaine Boundy, Bob and Gretchen Noneman, Josh 
Webb,  Joey DenHerder, Kyle Schlatter, Brianna Rupp, Linda Girod and 
Nancy Kuns, comfort to those who mourn. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with 
that grace, that we show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst 
who are hungry, especially children, and bless our ministries of feeding 
and shelter. Give us patience and courage when the way seems long. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

For those responsible for safety and protection: for emergency 
responders and security guards, attorneys and advocates, civil servants 
and leaders of governments, our military personnel Jordan Phlipot, 
Taylor Hatcher, Jared DeLong, Miah Coil, Brad Crawford, Adam 
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Deatrick, Adriana Gonzales, Ian Munger, Brendon Lothamer, Suzanne 
Laney, Grace Basson, Westen Phlipot and Macy Iler that they witness 
to mercy and justice throughout the world. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Your Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. 
We praise you for all who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the 
saints into the fullness of your promises. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

The prayers conclude:  
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
OFFERING 
 

*OFFERING CANTICLE               “Give Thanks”                                   W&P 41 
Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

give thanks to the Holy One, 
give thanks because he's given Jesus Christ, his Son. 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 
give thanks to the Holy One, 

give thanks because he's given Jesus Christ, his Son. 

And now let the weak say, "I am strong," 
let the poor say, "I am rich," 

because of what the Lord has done for us. 
And now let the weak say, "I am strong," 

let the poor say, "I am rich," 
because of what the Lord has done for us. 

Give thanks! 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with 
words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive 
from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
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*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their 
hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the 
gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*SANCTUS                                “Holy, holy, holy…”                      ELW pg. 153 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and 
your faithfulness endures from age to age. Praise to you for creating 
the heavens and the earth.  Praise to you for saving the earth from the 
waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely 
through the sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the 
wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the words 
and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and 
resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all 
nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death 
to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.   Christ is risen.    Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and 
on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with 
your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the 
body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its 
creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed 
and holy Trinity, now and forever.     
Amen. 
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

*COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

*THE BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.  Amen. 



12 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain 
us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our 
alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*BLESSING 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in 
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

*SENDING SONG                                                                                        
“Go Now in Peace” 

Go now in peace.  Never be afraid 
God will go with you each hour of every day. 

Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true 
Know He will guide you in all you do. 

 

Go now in love, and show you believe. 
Reach out to others so all the world can see 

God will be there watching from above. 
Go now in peace, in faith and in love. 

Amen, Amen, Amen. 
*DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Allow the spirit to help you to know 
Jesus more clearly. To love Jesus more dearly and to follow Jesus more 
nearly day by day. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
*POSTLUDE 
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Birthdays: 
Ron Parker……………………………………….…………………………………….March 15 
Mary Clark……..……………….…………………......................................March 16 
Reece Bidlack………………………………………………………………………….March 18 
Gladys Dachenhaus………………………………………………………………..March 19 
Joan Mapes………………………………………………………………………….…March 19 
Garret Salinas……………………………………………………………..………….March 20 
 
WHEN YOU PRAY, REMEMBER…… 
Carol Flint, Elaine Sierer, Betty Blockberger, Mary & Steve Clark, Pat 
Ross,  Lynn Conrad, Bud Cotterman, Betty Smalley, Jared DeLong, Sam 
Clippinger, Burl Barnes, Jane Stouffer and Ivan Aldred. Our friends Nick 
Bostelman, Alice Hunt, George Hunt, Roberta, Tom Zuber, Scott St. 
John, Mick & Romaine Boundy, Bob and Gretchen Noneman, Josh 
Webb, Joey DenHerder, Kyle Schlatter, Brianna Rupp and Nancy Kuns. 
 

Those Serving In The United States Military: Jordan Phlipot, Taylor 
Hatcher, Jared DeLong, Miah Coil, Brad Crawford, Adam Deatrick, 
Adriana Gonzales, Ian Munger, Brendon Lothamer, Suzanne Laney, 
Grace Basson, Westen Phlipot and Macy Iler. 
 

Child Fund Orphans: Andre & Ana 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 14, 2021: 
OFFERING March 7: $ 3461                       NEEDED WEEKLY:  $3006 
 

The flowers adorning our altar this morning are given to the glory 
of God by Barb Rhoad in honor of loved ones. 
 
THOSE SERVING SUNDAY, March 14, 2021: 
Pastor………………………………………………………….………..…Pastor Clyde Singh 
Pianist………………………………………………………….………….……………..Bill Brune 
Reader……………………………………………….………….…….….………….Renee Boss 
Money Counters…………………………...............Dan & Ethel, & Karen Jacobs 
A/V Tech……………………………………………….……….…………………..Dan Wilder 
 
THOSE SERVING SUNDAY, March 21, 2021: 
Pastor………………………………………………….…………………..Pastor Clyde Singh 
Pianist…………………………………………………..………………………………..Bill Brune 
Reader………………………………………………..………………....………….Dave Burtch 
Money Counters………...................................Dave, Michelle, & Margaret 
A/V Tech……………………………………………………….……….…….......Brett Kauser 
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For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
Matthew 6:21 

 
 
This week’s Bible readings: 
Monday, March 15, 2021……………………………………..…………....Ephesians 5 
Tuesday, March 16, 2021……………………………………..…………….Ephesians 6 
Wednesday, March 17, 2021…………………………….……...………..……..Mark 1 
Thursday, March 18, 2021……………………………………….…….………..…Mark 2 
Friday, March 19, 2021…………………………………………………..……….…Mark 3 
Saturday, March 20, 2021…………………………………….……….……………Mark 4 
Sunday, March 21, 2021…………………………..………..………..…………….Mark 5 


