
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Paulding, Ohio 

Sunday, April 18, 2021 
Third Sunday of Easter 

Holy Communion 
10:30 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church.  The gospel for the third Sunday 
of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ shares food with the 
disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share each 
Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and 
shows them the meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection 
through the scriptures, the two main elements of our Sunday worship. 
*please stand as able                                                   
 
PRELUDE & QUIET MEDITATION 
How have you been able to  

• know Jesus more clearly?   
• Love Jesus more dearly and  
• follow Jesus more nearly? 

 
*GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.                          

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 
mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
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 Congregation is invited to kneel or stand as able. 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 
name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

 Congregation stands as able. 
 
*GATHERING SONG                                                                              ELW 532 

“Gather Us In” 
(verses 1, 2, & 4) 

Here in this place the new light is streaming, 
now is the darkness vanished away; 

see in this space our fears and our dreamings 
brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, 
we are the old who yearn for your face; 

we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, 
called to be light to the whole human race. 

Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 
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Not in the dark of buildings confining, 
not in some heaven, light years away-- 

but here in this place the new light is shining, 
now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 

Gather us in and hold us forever, 
gather us in and make us your own; 
gather us in, all peoples together, 

fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
*GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

*KYRIE 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE   “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High”                      W&P 90 
Lord, I lift Your name on high. 

Lord, I love to sing Your praises. 
I’m so glad You’re in my life. 

I’m so glad You came to save us. 
You came from heaven to earth to show the way, 

From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay, 
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky, 

Lord I lift Your name on high. 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to 
be your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as 
witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING                                                                          Acts 3:12-19 
12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at 
this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we 
had made him walk?13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, 
whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though 
he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and 
Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and you 
killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are 
witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man 
strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has 
given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 
  17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also 
your rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all 
the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and 
turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM                                                                                                     Psalm 4 
1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; you set me free 
when I was in distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 
2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; how long will you 
love illusions and seek after lies?” 
3Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; the LORD will hear 
me when I call. 
4Tremble, then, and do not sin; speak to your heart in silence upon 
your bed.  
5Offer the appointed sacrifices, and put your trust in the LORD. 
6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” Let the light of your 
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face shine upon us, O LORD. 
7You have put gladness in my heart, more than when grain and wine 
abound. 
8In peace, I will lie down and sleep; for you alone, O LORD, make me 
rest secure.  
 

SECOND READING                                                                          1 John 3:1-7 
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called 
children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not 
know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children 
now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is 
this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he 
is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is 
pure. 
  4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 
5You know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is 
no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen 
him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone 
who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                               ELW pg. 151 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. 
 

*GOSPEL                                                                                       Luke 24:36b-48 
  The holy gospel according to Luke the twenty-fourth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be 
with you.” 37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they 
were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and 
why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; 
see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh 
and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he 
showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were 
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything 
here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it 
and ate in their presence. 
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  44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you 
while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law 
of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he 
opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, 
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the 
dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is 
to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 
48You are witnesses of these things.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
MORNING MESSAGE                                                          Pastor Clyde Singh 
 
HYMN                                 “Bind Us Together”                                 WOV 748 
Refrain                               Bind us together, Lord, 

bind us together with cords that cannot be broken. 
Bind us together, Lord, 
bind us together, Lord; 

bind us together in love. 
 

There is only one God.  There is only one King. 
There is only one Body; that is why we sing:  Refrain 

 
You are the family of God.  You are the pormise divine. 

You are God’s chosen desire, you are the glorious new wine.  Refrain 
 

*NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten not made, of one being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
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kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he 
is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

*PRAYER SONG AND PRAYERS         WOV 775 
“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” 

 
 
Each petition concludes: “Hear us, O God.,”                                       
The congregation responds: “Your mercy is great.” 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast 
love. 

Congregation is invited to kneel as able. 

Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled with questions 
and wondering. Open our hearts and minds as we encounter the 
scriptures, so that the church embodies repentance and forgiveness in 
the name of Jesus to all nations. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned the universe out of 
your love and delight. Heal your creation where it is in need of 
restoration. Provide all the inhabitants of earth a peaceful and 
sustainable home. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your righteousness. Many 
call on you for guidance and strength. Answer their hopes with the 
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peace of Christ and give your lovingkindness to national, state, and local 
leaders of people. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer them in 
their distress. Grant to those who are sick and suffering your 
compassion and nurse them back to health and wholeness especially 
Carol Flint, Elaine Sierer, Betty Blockberger, Mary & Steve Clark, Pat 
Ross, Lynn Conrad, Bud Cotterman, Betty Smalley, Jared DeLong, Sam 
Clippinger, Burl Barnes, Deb Howell and Ivan Aldred. Our friends Nick 
Bostelman, Alice Hunt, George Hunt, Roberta Gray, Tom Zuber, Mick & 
Romaine Boundy, Josh Webb,  Joey DenHerder, Kyle Schlatter, Brianna 
Rupp, Linda Girod, Kathy Laney, Camden Sprow and Nancy Kuns. Be 
close to the hearts of the lonely. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be called the 
children of God. Reveal yourself to us so that we in this community of 
faith will become more and more like you in our mutual love and bold 
witness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

For those responsible for safety and protection: for emergency 
responders and security guards, attorneys and advocates, civil servants 
and leaders of governments, our military personnel Jordan Phlipot, 
Taylor Hatcher, Jared DeLong, Miah Coil, Brad Crawford, Adam Deatrick, 
Adriana Gonzales, Ian Munger, Brendon Lothamer, Grace Basson, 
Westen Phlipot and Macy Iler that they witness to mercy and justice 
throughout the world. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

God of all times and ages, those who have died in you now see you as 
you are. We thank you for their lives among us. Assure us of the peace 
you have promised, that we may join them in everlasting life. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

The prayers conclude:  
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in 
your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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 The congregation sings the last line of “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” 
after the last petition. Congregation stands as able. 
 

*PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
OFFERING 
 

*OFFERING CANTICLE “We Are An Offering” W&P 146 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands,  

we lift our lives up to you; we are an offering. 
Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands, 

Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering. 
All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be,  

we give to you, we give to you. 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 

We lift our lives up to you: we are an offering, we are an offering. 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you 
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, 
give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to 
those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for 
the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal 
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Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has 
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, 
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels 
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
 

*SANCTUS                                “Holy, holy, holy…”                      ELW pg. 153 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and 
your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for 
saving the earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing 
the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you for leading your 
people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to 
you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you 
for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit 
poured out on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death 
to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
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O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and 
on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the 
body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its 
creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed 
and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.    
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.          Amen. 

 
*COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

*THE BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

*CANTICLE                              “Great Is The Lord”                               W&P 53 
Great is the Lord, he is holy and just, 

By his power we trust in his love. 
Great is the Lord, he is faithful and true, 

By his mercy he proves he is love. 
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Great is the Lord, and worthy of glory. 
Great is the Lord, and worthy of praise. 
Great is the Lord, now lift up your voice, 

Now lift up your voice: 
Great is the Lord! Great is the Lord! 

 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to 
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to 
nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s 
resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

*SENDING HYMN    “Go My Children, With My Blessing”               ELW 543 
"Go, my children, with my blessing, 

never alone. 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, 

you are my own. 
In my love's baptismal river 

I have made you mine forever. 
Go, my children, with my blessing, 

you are my own." 
 

"Go, my children, sins forgiven, 
at peace and pure. 

Here you learned how much I love you, 
what I can cure. 

Here you heard my dear Son's story, 
here you touched him, saw his glory. 

Go, my children, sins forgiven, 
at peace and pure." 
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"Go, my children, fed and nourished, 
closer to me. 

Grow in love and love by serving, 
joyful and free. 

Here my Spirit's power filled you, 
here my tender comfort stilled you. 
Go, my children, fed and nourished, 

joyful and free." 

 
*DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Allow the spirit to help you to know 
Jesus more clearly. To love Jesus more dearly and to follow Jesus more 
nearly day by day. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
*POSTLUDE 
 
Birthdays: 
Mike Kauser……………………………………………………………………………..…April 22 
Lynda Ringler………………………………………………………………………………April 22 
Libby Dachenhaus…………………………………………………………….…………April 24 
 

Anniversary: 
Matt & Mandy Moore………………………………………………………………..April 20 
 
WHEN YOU PRAY, REMEMBER…… 
Carol Flint, Elaine Sierer, Betty Blockberger, Mary & Steve Clark, Pat 
Ross,  Lynn Conrad, Bud Cotterman, Betty Smalley, Jared DeLong, Sam 
Clippinger, Burl Barnes, Deb Howell and Ivan Aldred. Our friends Nick 
Bostelman, Alice Hunt, George Hunt, Roberta Gray, Tom Zuber,  Mick & 
Romaine Boundy, Josh Webb, Joey DenHerder, Kyle Schlatter, Brianna 
Rupp, Kathy Laney, Camden Sprow and Nancy Kuns. 
 
Those Serving In The United States Military: Jordan Phlipot, Taylor 
Hatcher, Jared DeLong, Miah Coil, Brad Crawford, Adam Deatrick, 
Adriana Gonzales, Ian Munger, Brendon Lothamer, Grace Basson, 
Westen Phlipot and Macy Iler. 
 
Child Fund Orphans: Andre & Ana 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 18, 2021: 
OFFERING April 11: $1586                                   NEEDED WEEKLY:  $3006 
 
The flowers adorning our altar this morning are given to the glory 
of God by Cindy Kauser in honor of family birthdays. 
 
You are invited to join Sunday school teachers, parents/students in 
prayer for our future at St Paul.  We will be silently praying in our pews 
or at home on Sundays from 10:15-10:30 a.m. 
 
THOSE SERVING SUNDAY, April 18, 2021: 
Pastor………………………………………………….………..…………..Pastor Clyde Singh 
Pianist…………………………………………………..………….……………………..Bill Brune 
Reader………………………………………………..………….…..……………….Joan Mapes 
Communion Assistants……………………………………..………..Tim & Renee Boss 
Usher……………………………………………………..………………Kirk & Carla Gaisford 
Money Counters………......................................Dave, Margaret & Michelle 
A/V Tech……………………………………………….…….…C.W. Harper & Jon Rhodes 
 
THOSE SERVING SUNDAY, April 25, 2021: 
Pastor…………………………………………………...…………………..Pastor Clyde Singh 
Pianist…………………………………………………..……………….………………..Bill Brune 
Reader………………………………………………..………………..………….Camille Myers 
Communion Assistants……………………………Peggy Thomas and Mary Clark 
Usher……………………………………………….………Doug Burtch and Dave Burtch 
Money Counters………...............................C.W. , Sandra and Cindy Kauser 
A/V Tech……………………………………….………………C.W. Harper & Jon Rhodes 
 
 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
Matthew 6:21 

This week’s Bible readings: 
Monday, April 19, 2021……………………………………..……..…….…..Matthew 10 
Tuesday, April 20, 2021……………………………………..………..….…..Matthew 11 
Wednesday, April 21, 2021……………….……………….………..………Matthew 12 
Thursday, April 22, 2021……………………………………….…….…..….Matthew 13 
Friday, April 23, 2021……………………………………….……….….….….Matthew 14 
Saturday, April 24, 2021………………………..…….………….…...……..Matthew 15 
Sunday, April 25, 2021…………………………..……..…….……….………Matthew 16 


