
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Paulding, Ohio 

Sunday, April 26, 2020 
Third Sunday of Easter 

Virtually 
         

 

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church.  Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to 
Emmaus, overcome with sadness, loss, and disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was 
crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet the risen Christ walks with them, and then 
opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the 
scriptures are proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and wine is poured. The 
story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord’s day. 
 

 
SILENT PRAYER & MEDITATION  PRELUDE 
  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
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God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
with Christ.  By grace you have been saved.  In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit that Chris may live in your 
hearts through faith. 
Amen 
 

GATHERING HYMN “What A Friend We Have in Jesus” LBW 439 
What a friend we have in Jesus, 
all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 
ev'rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 
oh, what needless pain we bear-- 

all because we do not carry 
ev'rything to God in prayer! 

 
Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged-- 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness-- 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 
Are we weak and heavy-laden, 
cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge-- 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do your friends despise, forsake you? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

In his arms he'll take and shield you; 
you will find a solace there. 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  “Alleluia, Alleluia Give Thanks” WOV 671 
(verses 1 & 5) 

        Refrain: Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord; 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name. 

 
Jesus is Lord of all the earth; 

He is the king of creation. Refrain 
 

Come, let us praise the living God, 
Joyfully sing to our Savior. Refrain 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. . . . 

O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world, rescuing us from the 
hopelessness of death. Grant your faithful people a share in the joys that are eternal; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen 
 

FIRST READING          Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], “Therefore let 

the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, 
this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
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Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” And he testified with many other arguments 
and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” So those who 
welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM (read responsively)  Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 

I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication, 
for the LORD has given ear to me whenever I called.  

The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; 
I came to grief and sorrow.  

Then I called upon the name of the LORD: “O LORD, I pray you, save my life.”  
How shall I repay the LORD for all the good things God has done for me?  

I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD.  
I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all God’s people.  

Precious in your sight, O LORD, is the death of your servants.  
O LORD, truly I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have 
freed me from my bonds.  

I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the name of the LORD.   
I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all God’s people,  

in the courts of the LORD‘s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!  
 
SECOND READING  1 Peter 1:17-23 

If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, 
live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. You know that you were ransomed from the 
futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with 
the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. He was destined 
before the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 
Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, 
so that your faith and hope are set on God. 
  Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have 
genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. You have been born anew, not of 
perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 
The Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL  Luke 24:13-35 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke the twenty fourth chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord.  

Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] two [disciples] were 
going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other 
about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself 
came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to 
them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking 
sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in 
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked 
them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet 
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders 
handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was 
the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took 
place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this 
morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had 
indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went 
to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he said to 
them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into 
his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things 
about himself in all the scriptures. 
  As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going 
on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day 
is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he 
took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they 
recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts 
burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to 
us?” That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and 
their companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has 
appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been 
made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MORNING MESSAGE   Barry DeLong 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  “How Great Thou Art” LBW  532 
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
consider all the works thy hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 

thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed; 
 
Refrain                                      Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 

how great thou art! How great thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 

how great thou art! How great thou art! 
 

But when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 

that on the cross my burden gladly bearing 
he bled and died to take away my sin;  Refrain 

 
When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, 

and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration 

and there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!”  Refrain 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Each petition concludes: “Lord, in your mercy,”  
The congregation responds: “hear our prayer.” 
 

The prayers conclude:  
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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OFFERING 
 
OFFERING CANTICLE                                      “Give Thanks”                                                          W&P 41 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 
give thanks to the Holy One, 

give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. 
Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

give thanks to the Holy One, 
give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. 

 
And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” 

let the poor say, “I am rich,” 
because of what the Lord has done for us. 
And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” 

let the poor say, “I am rich,” 
because of what the Lord has done for us. 

Give thanks! 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   
Let us pray. 
Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you were made known to the 
disciples. Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in 
the world. Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING   
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
CLOSING HYMN  “Go Now In Peace”   

Go now in peace, never be afraid, 
God will go with you each hour of every day. 

Go now in faith, steadfast strong and true 
Know he will guide you in all you do. 
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Go now in love and show you believe, 
Reach out to others for all the world to see. 

God will be there, watching from above. 
Go now in peace, in faith and in love. 

Amen, Amen, Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 


