
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Paulding, Ohio 

Sunday, May 10, 2020 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Holy Communion 
Virtually 

 
Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church.  As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, 
today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his 
Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As First Peter 
reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into 
light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

 
 

 WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                           
 
*THANSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. Let 
us give thanks for the gift of baptism. We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit 
moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you 
took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the 
sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by 
John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and 
sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. We praise you for the gift of water 
that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us 
with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given 
honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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*GATHERING HYMN “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds“ LBW 143 
Now all the vault of heav'n resounds 

in praise of love that still abounds: 
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 
Repeat their song of glory here: 

"Christ has triumphed! Christ has triumphed!" 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Adoring praises now we bring 

and with the heav'nly blessed sing: 
"Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!" 
Be to the Father, and our Lord, 
to Spirit blest, most holy God, 

all the glory, never ending! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
*GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

*KYRIE  
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen. 
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*CANTICLE “Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks“ WOV 671 
(verses 1 & 5) 

        Refrain: Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord; 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name. 

Jesus is Lord of all the earth; 
He is the king of creation. Refrain 
Come, let us praise the living God, 
Joyfully sing to our Savior. Refrain 

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one 
another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the 
world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING  Acts 7:55-60 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and 
the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning 
Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud 
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM (read responsively)        Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 
righteousness. 

Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.  
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the 
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  

Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of 
strength.   

Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.  
My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those 
who persecute me.  

Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.”  
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SECOND READING  1 Peter 2:2-10 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 

salvation—if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s 

sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in 
scripture:  “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that 
the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” and “A stone that makes 
them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the 
word, as they were destined to do.  

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order 
that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 

Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Thy Word is a Lamp” 
Sing twice 

 
 
*GOSPEL  John 14:1-14 
The Holy Gospel according to John the fourteenth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also 
in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
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  Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the 
Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, 
the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works 
than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
MORNING MESSAGE  Pastor Wendy Piano 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “There in God’s Garden” WOV 668 

There in God's garden 
stands the Tree of Wisdom, 

whose leaves hold forth 
the healing of the nations: 

Tree of all knowledge, 
Tree of all compassion, 

Tree of all beauty. 
 

All heav'n is singing, 
"Thanks to Christ whose passion 

offers in mercy 
healing, strength, and pardon. 

Peoples and nations, 
take it, take it freely!" 

Amen! My Master! 
*APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYER SONG AND PRAYERS     “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” WOV 775 

 
Each petition concludes:  “Lord, in your mercy,” 
The congregation responds:  “hear our prayer.” 
 
The prayers conclude:  
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
The congregation sings the last line of “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” after the last petition. 
 
OFFERING 
 

*OFFERING CANTICLE “I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me” WOV  673 
I'm so glad Jesus lifted me. 
I'm so glad Jesus lifted me. 
I'm so glad Jesus lifted me, 

singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 
 

When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me. 
When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me. 
When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, 

singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 
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*OFFERING PRAYER   
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As 
you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you 
and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
*DIALOGUE   
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
*PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed 
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and 
all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels 
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

*CANTICLE      “Glorify thy Name” W&P 42 
Father, we love you,  

we worship and adore you,  
glorify thy name in all the earth;  

glorify thy name, glorify thy name,  
glorify thy name in all the earth. 

 
Spirit, we love you, 

we worship and adore you,  
glorify thy name in all the earth;  

glorify thy name, glorify thy name,  
glorify thy name in all the earth. 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water 
to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your 
Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen 
Lord.   Amen. 
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*SENDING OF COMMUNION  
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: 
As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share 
your word and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love 
and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 
comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 
Amen. 

 
*BLESSING 
May God who has brought us from death to life fill you with great joy. Almighty God, Father,  
✠Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

*HYMN  “Go My Children, with My Blessing” ELW 543 
“Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 
In my love’s baptismal river 

I have made you mine forever. 
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 

 
“Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

Here my Spirit’s power filled you, 
here my tender comfort stilled you. 

Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 
 
  

*DISMISSAL    
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE 
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