
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Paulding, Ohio 

Sunday, July 19, 2020 
The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
10:30 a.m. 

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church.  It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? 
In the parable of the wheat and the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the 
harvest. With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and 
suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of 
God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy. 
 
 

*please stand as able   WOV – Blue Hymnal LBW – Green Hymnal 
              

PRELUDE & QUIET MEDITATION 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                           
 

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. Let 
us give thanks for the gift of baptism. We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit 
moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you 
took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the 
sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by 
John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and 
sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. We praise you for the gift of water 
that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us 
with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given 
honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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*GATHERING HYMN     “Blessed Assurance“  WOV  699 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
This is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior, all the day long: 
this is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior all the day long. 
 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

angels descending bring from above 
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 

This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior, all the day long: 

this is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior all the day long. 

 
Perfect submission, all is at rest; 

I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
watching and waiting, looking above, 

filled with his goodness, lost in his love.  
This is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior, all the day long: 
this is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior all the day long. 

 
 

*GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. 
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By 
your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING  Isaiah 44:6-8 

Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: I am the first and I 
am the last; besides me there is no god. Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them declare 
and set it forth before me. Who has announced from of old the things to come? Let them tell us 
what is yet to be. Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? You 
are my witnesses! Is there any god besides me? There is no other rock; I know not one. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

  
SECOND READING  Ephesians 4:1-16 

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one 
body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling,  one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 

But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ's gift. Therefore it is said, 
"When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts to his people." 

(When it says, "He ascended," what does it mean but that he had also descended into the 
lower parts of the earth? He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all the 
heavens, so that he might fill all things.) The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, 
some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work 
of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. We 
must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by 
people's trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we 
must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, 
joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working 
properly, promotes the body's growth in building itself up in love. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL  Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the thirteenth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came 
and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore 
grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to 
him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come 
from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to 
go and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the 
wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I 
will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather 
the wheat into my barn.’ ” 
  Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good 
seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the 
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the 
devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are 
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they 
will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with 
ears listen!” 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
MORNING MESSAGE   Pastor Dwayne Richardson 
 
  

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition concludes:  “Lord, in your mercy,” 
The congregation responds:  “hear our prayer.” 
 
The prayers conclude:  
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
  
OFFERING 
 

 *THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the 
words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end 
bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our savior and Lord, who taught us to 
pray… 
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
*BLESSING 
May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, grant 
you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
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*SENDING HYMN  “Blest The Tie That Binds”   LBW 370 
Blest be the tie that binds 

our hearts in Christian love; 
the unity of heart and mind 

is like to that above. 
 

Before our Father's throne 
we pour our ardent prayers; 

our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 
our comforts and our cares. 

 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

and sin we shall be free; 
and perfect love and friendship reign 

through all eternity. 
 

*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE 
             

PO Box 156   

Paulding OH  45879  E-mail: stpaulpaulding@gmail.com 
Phone: 419-399-2320 Web site: stpaulstjohnpaulding.com 
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