
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Paulding, Ohio 

Sunday, August 23, 2020 
The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

Holy Communion 
10:30 a.m. 

 
Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church.  In Isaiah the people are bid to look to their spiritual 
ancestors as the rock from which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on 
the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and mercy are keys to 
the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world, but to offer our bodies as 
a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the table we go 
forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed. 
 

*please stand as able   WOV – Blue Hymnal 
 

              
 
PRELUDE & QUIET MEDITATION 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                           
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
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known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to 
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

 
*GATHERING HYMN “Bind Us Together”  WOV 748 

Bind us together, Lord, 
Bind us together with cords that cannot be broken. 

Bind us together Lord, 
Bind us together Lord; Bind us together in love. 

 
There is only one God. 
There is only one King. 
There is only one Body; 
That is why we can sing: 
Bind us together, Lord, 

Bind us together with cords that cannot be broken. 
Bind us together Lord, 

Bind us together Lord; Bind us together in love. 
 

You are the family of God. 
You are the promise divine. 

You are God’s chosen desire, 
You are the glorious new wine. 

Bind us together, Lord, 
Bind us together with cords that cannot be broken. 

Bind us together Lord, 
Bind us together Lord; Bind us together in love. 

 
*GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. 
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our 
strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING  Isaiah 51:1-6 
Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD. Look to the rock from 

which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your 
father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and 
made him many. For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will 
make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be 
found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 

Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from me, 
and my justice for a light to the peoples. I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation 
has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they 
hope. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will 
vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like 
gnats; but my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never be ended. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING  Romans 12:1-8 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
  For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly 
than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of 
faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the 
members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually 
we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: 
prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, 
in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in 
cheerfulness. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL  Matthew 16:13-20 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the sixteenth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, 
and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I 
am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus 
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this 
to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he 
was the Messiah. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ 
 
MORNING MESSAGE   Pastor Clyde Singh 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION        
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all 
who are in need. 

Lord our rock, you are our foundation in Jesus Christ, your Son, whom we confess as the living 
God. Prepare your church for its mission in bearing witness to Christ, both here at home and 
throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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You call forth praises from the far reaches of the universe to the smallest of creatures. Join our 
songs to theirs, that a spirit of praise and thanksgiving will arouse us to cherish this wondrous 
home you give us. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord. Direct the leaders of countries, legislators and 
magistrates, mayors and councils, to walk in your ways. Help leaders regard those in need with 
mercy and fulfill your loving purposes in the governance of peoples. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us, deliver us, and fulfill your purpose for 
us. According to your steadfast love, grant healing and wholeness to those who are bereaved, in 
trouble or adversity, or sick and in need of care especially Carol Flint, Elaine Sierer, Betty 
Blockberger, Mary & Steve Clark, Lynn Conrad, Bud Cotterman, Betty Smalley, Jean DeLong and 
Ivan Aldred. Our friends Nick Bostelman, Alice Hunt, Mary Hatcher, Tom Zuber, Dale Lucas, 
Norman Cook, Eileen Kochensparger, Scott St. John, Dave Foltz, Romaine Boundy and Nancy 
Kuns. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You call us into this community, in which we, though many, are one in Christ. May we recognize 
in ourselves and in one another the unique gifts you have given us for the building up of the 
church for the sake of the world. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You are the everlasting Rock from which we were hewn, and you restore your people to joy and 
gladness. In blessed memory and hope, we thank you for the lives of our beloved dead. Bring us 
with them to our heavenly home. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
OFFERING 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become 
one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your 
kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.   Amen. 
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*DIALOGUE   
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, 
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
*BLESSING 
May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, grant 
you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, ✠Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

 
*SENDING HYMN  “Go My Children, with My Blessing” WOV 721 

"Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 

In my love's baptismal river 
I have made you mine forever. 

Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own. 
 

"Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 

Here you heard my dear Son's story, 
here you touched him, saw his glory. 

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
 

"Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

Here my Spirit's power filled you, 
here his tender comfort stilled you. 

Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free. 
 

"I the Lord will bless and keep you, and give you peace. 
I the Lord will smile upon you, and give you peace. 

I the Lord will be your Father, 
Savior, Comforter and Brother. 

Go, my children, I will keep you, and give you peace." 
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*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE 
 

             
 
WHEN YOU PRAY, REMEMBER…… 
Carol Flint, Elaine Sierer, Betty Blockberger, Mary & Steve Clark, Lynn Conrad, Bud Cotterman, 
Betty Smalley, Jean DeLong and Ivan Aldred. Our friends Nick Bostelman, Alice Hunt, Mary 
Hatcher, Tom Zuber, Dale Lucas, Norman Cook, Eileen Kochensparger, Scott St. John, Dave Foltz, 
Romaine Boundy and Nancy Kuns. 
 
Those Serving In The United States Military:  Storm Dunakin, Jordan Phlipot, Taylor Hatcher, 
Jared DeLong, Brad Burtch, Tyler Basson, Miah Coil, Brad Crawford, Adam Deatrick, Treston 
Gonzales, Adriana Gonzales, Ian Munger, Brendon Lothamer, Suzanne Laney, Sarah Scott, 
Westen Phlipot and Macy Iler. 
 
Child Fund Orphans: Andre & Maria 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 23, 2020: 
OFFERING AUGUST 16: $2602.00  NEEDED WEEKLY:  $3458 

 
The flowers adorning our altar this morning are given to the glory of God by Carol Straley. 
 
Margaret, with the help of Laurie Barnes, was able to get enough supplies for 125 backpacks 
for the Lutheran World Relief Backpack project!  Thank you all who donated! 
 
Sunday School Room Cleaning Checklist 
Your help is needed getting our classroom ready! 
Many tasks have already been completed. Choose any remaining tasks from the list below. 
Come to the church at your convenience. You may call my cell: 567-344-1400.  I will get you into 
the church. Cleaning products are provided. 

• Completed-clean wood cupboard #1 (inside + out) 
• Completed-clean wood cupboard #2 (inside + out) 
• Completed-clean wood cupboard #3 (inside + out) 
• Completed-wash windows (2) inside + out 
• Completed-sweep window blinds (2) 
• Completed-wash window woodwork- both windows 
• wash wood baseboard around room 
• wash + disinfect student chairs 
• wipe down gray metal cupboard inside + out 
• wash down wood doors + door frames (2) 
• Completed-clean + disinfect (3) classroom tables 

 
Thank you for your help making our classroom safe for teachers and students! 
Joan Mapes- Sunday School coordinator  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PO Box 156    
Paulding OH  45879  E-mail: stpaulpaulding@gmail.com 
Phone: 419-399-2320 Web site: stpaulstjohnpaulding.com 
 


