
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Paulding, Ohio 

Sunday, September 6, 2020 
Fourteenth Sunday of Pentecost 

Service of the Word 
                              10:30 a.m. 

 
Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church.  Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. 
Jesus’ words in today's gospel are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. 
The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us 
that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present 
among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation. 
 

*please stand as able    
 

 
 
PRELUDE & QUIET MEDITATION 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                           
  

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM   
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us 

birth, our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your 
Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which 
you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through 
the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized 
by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your word you claim us as daughters 
and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. We praise you for the gift of water 
that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us 
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with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given 
honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

*BAPTISMAL SONG “Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling”  WOV 734 
Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 

calling for you and for me. 
See, on the portals he's waiting and watching, 

watching for you and for me. 
"Come home, (Come home,) 
come home! (come home!) 

You who are weary, come home." 
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 

calling, "O sinner, come home!" 
 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
mercies for you and for me? 
"Come home, (Come home,) 
come home! (come home!) 

You who are weary, come home." 
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 

calling, "O sinner, come home!" 
 

Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 
promised for you and for me! 

Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 
pardon for you and for me. 

"Come home, (Come home,) 
come home! (come home!) 

You who are weary, come home." 
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 

calling, "O sinner, come home!" 
 

*GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, 
we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that 
gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING  Ezekiel 33:7-11 

So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word 
from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, 
you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the 
wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. But if you warn the 
wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in 
their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our 
sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” Say to them, 
As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked 
turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, 
O house of Israel? 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING                                                                                        Romans 13:8-14 

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled 
the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall 
not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the 
fulfilling of the law. 
  Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. 
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day 
is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live 
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, 
not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for 
the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



4 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   “Thy Word is a Lamp” W&P 143 
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

 
 

*GOSPEL                                                                                                  Matthew 18:15-20 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the eighteenth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point 
out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained 
that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every 
word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to 
listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let 
such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth 
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I 
tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my 
Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
MORNING MESSAGE  Pastor Dwayne Richardson 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and reconciliation. Bless the 
cooperative work of churches in this community. Strengthen ecumenical partnerships; guide the 
work of the Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of Churches. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have entrusted to our 
care. Renew and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or pollution. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward peace and 
cooperation, teaching us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide legislators, civil servants, 
judges, and police toward laws that protect the well-being of all. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice and those 
yearning for forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and neighbors to the outcast. Shelter all 
who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit especially Carol Flint, Elaine Sierer, Betty 
Blockberger, Mary & Steve Clark, Lynn Conrad, Bud Cotterman, Betty Smalley, Jean DeLong and 
Ivan Aldred. Our friends Nick Bostelman, Alice Hunt, Mary Hatcher, Tom Zuber, Dale Lucas, 
Norman Cook, Eileen Kochensparger, Scott St. John, Dave Foltz, Romaine Boundy and Nancy 
Kuns. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape societies to ensure fair 
treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and through our work. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you equipped them, equip us 
with your protection and power, until with them we see your salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
 

 



6 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER   
Let us pray. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the 
words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end 
bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you 
and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 

 
 *THE LORD’S PRAYER   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
*BLESSING 
God who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
in Christ.  By grace you have been saved.  In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith.  Amen. 
 

*SENDING SONG “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” WOV 721 
"Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 

In my love's baptismal river 
I have made you mine forever. 

Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own. 
 

"Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 

Here you heard my dear Son's story, 
here you touched him, saw his glory. 

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
 

"I the Lord will bless and keep you, and give you peace. 
I the Lord will smile upon you, and give you peace. 

I the Lord will be your Father, 
Savior, Comforter and Brother. 

Go, my children, I will keep you, and give you peace." 
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*DISMISSAL    
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE 
 
WHEN YOU PRAY, REMEMBER…… 
Carol Flint, Elaine Sierer, Betty Blockberger, Mary & Steve Clark, Lynn Conrad, Bud Cotterman, 
Betty Smalley, Jean DeLong and Ivan Aldred. Our friends Nick Bostelman, Alice Hunt, Mary 
Hatcher, Tom Zuber, Dale Lucas, Norman Cook, Eileen Kochensparger, Scott St. John, Dave Foltz, 
Romaine Boundy, Sam Clippenger and Nancy Kuns. 
 
Those Serving In The United States Military:  Storm Dunakin, Jordan Phlipot, Taylor Hatcher, 
Jared DeLong, Brad Burtch, Tyler Basson, Miah Coil, Brad Crawford, Adam Deatrick, Treston 
Gonzales, Adriana Gonzales, Ian Munger, Brendon Lothamer, Suzanne Laney, Sarah Scott, 
Westen Phlipot and Macy Iler. 
 
Child Fund Orphans: Andre & Maria 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 6, 2020: 
OFFERING AUGUST 23 & 30: $3662.00  NEEDED WEEKLY:  $3458 
The flowers adorning our altar this morning are given to the glory of God by Mindy Ankney 
in honor of September birthdays. 
 
Sunday School Room Cleaning Checklist 
Your help is needed getting our classroom ready! 
Many tasks have already been completed. Choose any remaining tasks from the list below. 
Come to the church at your convenience. You may call my cell: 567-344-1400.  I will get you into 
the church. Cleaning products are provided. 

• Completed-clean wood cupboard #1 (inside + out) 
• Completed-clean wood cupboard #2 (inside + out) 
• Completed-clean wood cupboard #3 (inside + out) 
• Completed-wash windows (2) inside + out 
• Completed-sweep window blinds (2) 
• Completed-wash window woodwork- both windows 
• wash wood baseboard around room 
• wash + disinfect student chairs 
• wipe down gray metal cupboard inside + out 
• wash down wood doors + door frames (2) 
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• Completed-clean + disinfect (3) classroom tables 
 
Thank you for your help making our classroom safe for teachers and students! 
Joan Mapes- Sunday School coordinator  
 
THOSE SERVING CHRIST TODAY ARE: 
Worship Leader ................................................................................................................ Renee Boss 
Guest Pastor ............................................................................................ Pastor Dwayne Richardson 
Pianist .................................................................................................................................. Bill Brune 
Reader ......................................................................................................................... Anne Reinhart 
Money Counters...................................................... Dave Burtch, Margaret Phlipot, and Peggy Ake 
A/V Tech ........................................................................................................................... Jon Rhodes 
 
THOSE SERVING NEXT SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2020: 
Pastor ................................................................................................................... Pastor Clyde Singh 
Pianist .................................................................................................................................. Bill Brune 
Reader ......................................................................................................................... Camille Myers 
Money Counters....................................................................... C.W. & Sandra Harper, Cindy Kauser 
A/V Tech ......................................................................................................................... C.W. Harper 


