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Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church.  In today’s second reading Paul 
questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before the 
judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ 
challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless 
mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign 
ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of 
reconciliation in the world. 
 
Visitors, we are glad you have joined your voices with the congregation 
in praise of the risen Christ.  Please be sure to introduce yourselves and 
sign the guest book before leaving today.   
 

*please stand as able    
 

 
 

PRELUDE & QUIET MEDITATION 
  
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                           
  

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 
mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 
name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
 

*GATHERING SONG                                                                          WOV 660 
“I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” 

I want Jesus to walk with me; 
I want Jesus to walk with me; 
all along my pilgrim journey, 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 

In my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
in my trials, Lord, walk with me; 

when my heart is almost breaking, 
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 
When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 
when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 

when my head is bowed in sorrow, 
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

*GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of 
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore 
you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.    
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING                                                                      Genesis 50:15-21 

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if 
Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the 
wrong that we did to him?” So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your 
father gave this instruction before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, 
forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming 
you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God 
of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers 
also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your 
slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of 
God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for 
good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So 
have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this 
way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING                                                                   Romans 14:1-12 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of 
quarreling over opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the 
weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who 
abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who 
eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on 
servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. 
And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
  Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all 
days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those 
who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who 
eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those 
who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 
  We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we 



4 
 

live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, 
whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end 
Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead 
and the living. 
  Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do 
you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the 
judgment seat of God. For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every 
knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” So 
then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                       W&P 77 

  “Jesus, Name Above All Names” 
Jesus, name above all names, 

beautiful Savior, glorious Lord, 
Emmanuel, God is with us, 

blessed Redeemer, living Word. 
 

*GOSPEL                                                        Matthew 18:21-35 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the eighteenth chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the 
church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven 
times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-
seven times. 
 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 
who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the 
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to 
him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together 
with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be 
made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience 
with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord 
of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same 
slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him 
a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you 
owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and 
threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow 
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slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they 
went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord 
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that 
debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on 
your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed 
him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my 
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive 
your brother or sister from your heart.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
MORNING MESSAGE                                                         Pastor Clyde Singh 
  

*THE APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need. 

You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church 
throughout the world; make it a place of welcome. Strengthen faith 
through Bible studies and Sunday schools, confirmation classes and 
youth ministries. Nurture new ministries of education and growth. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. 
Have compassion on your creation. Where human selfishness has 
brought ruin and destruction, we look to you to heal, renew, and 
redeem your world. Lord, in your mercy, 
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hear our prayer. 
 
Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter 
grudges. Settle our hearts when we want to settle accounts with 
violence. Bless our leaders with patience and wisdom. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for 
all who are oppressed. Free victims of human trafficking and forced 
labor; deliver all who are bound by debt. Feed all who hunger, and 
guard refugees fleeing famine, poverty, and war. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still 
our tongues when we are tempted to pass judgment and argue over 
opinions. Make this congregation a community of mercy for one 
another and for all our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for 
those who have showed us faithfulness, for the knees that taught us 
how to bow to you and the tongues that taught us to praise you. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
The prayers conclude:  
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to 
your mercy; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

  And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our 
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possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world 
with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE 
  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

 
*SANCTUS                               “Holy, holy, holy…”   

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
*BLESSING AT THE TABLE  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*MEAL OF HOLY COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 

 
*PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us 
forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming 
love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.    Amen. 

 
*BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you 
peace. 
Amen. 

 
*SENDING SONG                   “Go Now in Peace” 

  
Go now in peace.  Never be afraid 

God will go with you each hour of every day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true 

Know He will guide you in all you do. 
  Go now in love, and show you believe. 

Reach out to others so all the world can see 
God will be there watching from above. 

Go now in peace, in faith and in love. 
Amen, Amen, Amen. 
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*POSTLUDE 
 

 
 
WHEN YOU PRAY, REMEMBER…… 
Carol Flint, Elaine Sierer, Betty Blockberger, Mary & Steve Clark, Lynn 
Conrad, Bud Cotterman, Betty Smalley, Jean DeLong and Ivan Aldred. 
Our friends Nick Bostelman, Alice Hunt, Tom Zuber, Dale Lucas, Norman 
Cook, Eileen Kochensparger, Scott St. John, Dave Foltz, Romaine 
Boundy, Sam Clippenger and Nancy Kuns. 
 

Those Serving In The United States Military:  Storm Dunakin, Jordan 
Phlipot, Taylor Hatcher, Jared DeLong, Brad Burtch, Tyler Basson, Miah 
Coil, Brad Crawford, Adam Deatrick, Treston Gonzales, Adriana 
Gonzales, Ian Munger, Brendon Lothamer, Suzanne Laney, Sarah Scott, 
Westen Phlipot and Macy Iler. 
 
Child Fund Orphans: Andre & Maria 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 13, 2020: 

OFFERING SEPTEMBER 6: $2622                         NEEDED WEEKLY:  $3458 
 
The flowers adorning our altar this morning are given to the glory 
of God by Sue Rhodes in honor of Jon Rhode’s birthday. 
 
Church council made the decision during their August meeting that 
Sunday school will not begin in-person class in September. Students will 
be receiving curriculum at-home beginning September 13. Parents are 
being given the opportunity to share a prepared lectionary lesson with 
their child. Prepared lessons will be sent to families/student(s) monthly 
until church council feels it is safe for teachers/students to return to 
class in-person. 
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THOSE SERVING CHRIST TODAY ARE: 
Pastor……………………………………………………………………….Pastor Clyde Singh 
Pianist…………………………………………………………………………………….Bill Brune 
Reader…………………………………………………………………………….Camille Myers 
Money Counters…………………………….C.W. & Sandra Harper, Cindy Kauser 
A/V Tech……………………………………………………………………………..C.W. Harper 
 
THOSE SERVING NEXT SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2020: 
Pastor…………………………………………………………………………Pastor Clyde Singh 
Pianist………………………………………………………………………………………Bill Brune 
Reader……………………………………………………………………………….Jane Stouffer 
Money Counters…………………………..Dennis & Cheryl Sanderson, Sue Beck 
A/V Tech…………………………………………………………………………….Harold Hasch 
 
PO Box 156    
Paulding OH  45879                              E-mail: stpaulpaulding@gmail.com 
Phone: 419-399-2320                        Web site: stpaulstjohnpaulding.com 


