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Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church.  In today’s gospel reading, Jesus 
tells a parable of the vineyard, an image of Israel, the prophets’ mission, 
and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love 
poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. 
Luther will tell us this morning how he was set free when he first truly 
understood the power of God’s grace. 
 
Visitors, we are glad you have joined your voices with the congregation 
in praise of the risen Christ.  Please be sure to introduce yourselves and 
sign the guest book before leaving today.   
 

*please stand as able    
 

 
 
PRELUDE & QUIET MEDITATION 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                           
 

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM   
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Ever-living God, author of creation, we give you thanks for your gift of 
water that brings life and refreshed the earth. We bless and praise you, 
for by water and the Word we are cleansed from sin and receive 
everlasting life. Join us again this day to the saving death of Christ; 
renew in us the living fountain of your grace; and raise us with Christ 
Jesus to live in newness of life; for you are merciful, and you love your 
whole creation, and with all your creatures we give you glory, through 
your Son Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and 
forgives us all our sins, strengthen us in all goodness and by the power 
of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
*GATHERING HYMN             “Amazing Grace”                                   ELW 779 

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 
that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found; 
was blind, but now I see. 

 

The Lord has promised good to me; 
his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be 
as long as life endures. 

 

When we've been there ten thousand years, 
bright shining as the sun, 

we've no less days to sing God's praise 
than when we'd first begun. 

 
*GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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*SONG OF PRAISE              “Bind Us Together”                                   W&P 18 
Bind us together Lord, 

Bind us together with cords that cannot be broken. 
Bind us together Lord, bind us together Lord, 

Bind us together with love. 
 

There is only one God. 
There is only one King. 
There is only one Body; 

That is why we sing: 
 

Bind us together Lord, 
Bind us together with cords that cannot be broken. 

Bind us together Lord, bind us together Lord, 
Bind us together with love. 

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  
Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the 
inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by 
your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING                                                                                 Isaiah 5:1-7 

Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: 
My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it 
of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the 
midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield 
grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge 
between me and my vineyard. What more was there to do for my 
vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, 
why did it yield wild grapes? 

And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its 
hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be 
trampled down. I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command 
the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 
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For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the 
people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw 
bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry! 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM (read responsively)                                                        Psalm 80:7-15 
Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be 
saved.   
You have brought a vine out of Egypt; you cast out the nations 
and planted it.  
You cleared the ground for it; it took root and filled the land.  
The mountains were covered by its shadow and the towering cedar 
trees by its boughs.  
You stretched out its tendrils to the sea and its branches to the river.  
Why have you broken down its wall, so that all who pass by pluck off 
its grapes?  
The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, and the beasts of the field 
have grazed upon it. 
Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;  
behold and tend this vine; preserve what your right hand has planted.  
 
SECOND READING                                                       Philippians 3:4b-14 

[Paul writes:] If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I 
have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the 
law, a Pharisee;  as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 
righteousness under the law, blameless. 
  Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because 
of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that 
I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 
own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ 
and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 
becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection 
from the dead. 
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Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the 
goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made 
me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but 
this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 
what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly 
call of God in Christ Jesus. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                        W&P 77 
“Jesus, Name above All Names” 

Jesus, name above all names, 
beautiful Savior, glorious Lord, 

Emmanuel, God is with us, 
blessed Redeemer, living Word. 

 
*GOSPEL                                                                                 Matthew 21:33-46 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the twenty-first chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the people:] “Listen to another parable. There was a 
landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine 
press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and 
went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his 
slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his 
slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent 
other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same 
way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my 
son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is 
the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ So they seized 
him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the 
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They 
said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease 
the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the 
harvest time.” 
 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:  ‘The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the 
Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? Therefore I tell you, the 
kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that 
produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will 
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be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they 
realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, 
but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SONG                                “There in God’s Garden”                          WOV 668 

There in God's garden 
stands the Tree of Wisdom, 

whose leaves hold forth 
the healing of the nations: 

Tree of all knowledge, 
Tree of all compassion, 

Tree of all beauty. 
 

All heav'n is singing, 
"Thanks to Christ whose passion 

offers in mercy 
healing, strength, and pardon. 

Peoples and nations, 
take it, take it freely!" 

Amen! My Master! 

 
*THE APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all those in need. 
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Holy God, you call us to work for peace and justice in your vineyard. 
Refresh the church with your life, that we may bear fruit through work 
and service. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Thank you for the abundant harvest of the earth. Bless and care for 
those whose hands bring the fruits of the earth to the tables of all who 
hunger. May we be inspired by your servants who cared deeply for your 
creation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Curb the impulses of greed and pride that lead us to take advantage of 
others. Grant that world leaders seek the fruits of the kingdom for the 
good and welfare of all people. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Sustain all who suffer with the promise of new life. Assured of your 
presence, heal our pain and suffering, and equip us to embrace all 
bodies aching for wholeness of mind, body, and soul. We call to mind 
those who are struggling today especially Carol Flint, Elaine Sierer, Betty 
Blockberger, Mary & Steve Clark, Lynn Conrad, Bud Cotterman, Betty 
Smalley, Jared DeLong, Sam Clippenger and Ivan Aldred. Our friends 
Nick Bostelman, Alice Hunt, Tom Zuber, Dale Lucas, Norman Cook, Scott 
St. John, Dave Foltz, Romaine Boundy, and Nancy Kuns. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for all managers in our community and for all who seek 
employment. Give hope and a future to those who lack meaningful 
work, those who have been marginalized or abused in the workplace, 
and those who desire new opportunities. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Thank you for the saints who teach us to live faithfully in your vineyard. 
May our chorus join theirs until our labor is complete. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 



8 
 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for 
whom we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
OFFERING 
 

*OFFERING SONG                         “Give Thanks”                                  W&P 41 
Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

give thanks to the Holy One, 
give thanks because he's given Jesus Christ, his Son. 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 
give thanks to the Holy One, 

give thanks because he's given Jesus Christ, his Son. 
 

And now let the weak say, "I am strong," 
let the poor say, "I am rich," 

because of what the Lord has done for us. 
And now let the weak say, "I am strong," 

let the poor say, "I am rich," 
because of what the Lord has done for us. 

Give thanks! 

*OFFERING PRAYER   
Let us pray. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our 
way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, 
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to 
your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you 
and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  
Amen 
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*BLESSING 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ.  By grace you have been saved.  In 
the name of ✠ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  Almighty God 
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live 
in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

 
*SENDING SONG                      “Go Now in Peace” 

Go now in peace.  Never be afraid 
God will go with you each hour of every day. 

Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true 
Know He will guide you in all you do. 

Go now in love, and show you believe. 
Reach out to others so all the world can see 

God will be there watching from above. 
Go now in peace, in faith and in love. 

Amen, Amen, Amen.  
*DISMISSAL   
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE 

 
 
WHEN YOU PRAY, REMEMBER…… 
Carol Flint, Elaine Sierer, Betty Blockberger, Mary & Steve Clark, Lynn 
Conrad, Bud Cotterman, Betty Smalley, Jared DeLong, Sam Clippenger 
and Ivan Aldred. Our friends Nick Bostelman, Alice Hunt, Tom Zuber, 
Dale Lucas, Norman Cook, Scott St. John, Dave Foltz, Romaine Boundy, 
and Nancy Kuns. 
 

Those Serving In The United States Military:  Storm Dunakin, Jordan 
Phlipot, Taylor Hatcher, Jared DeLong, Brad Burtch, Tyler Basson, Miah 
Coil, Brad Crawford, Adam Deatrick, Treston Gonzales, Adriana 
Gonzales, Ian Munger, Brendon Lothamer, Suzanne Laney, Sarah Scott, 
Westen Phlipot and Macy Iler. 
 
Child Fund Orphans: Andre & Ana 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 4, 2020: 
OFFERING SEPTEMBER 27: $1118                      NEEDED WEEKLY:  $3458 
 

The flowers adorning our altar this morning are given to the glory 
of God by C.W. and Sandra Harper in honor of family birthdays and 
anniversaries. 
 
THOSE SERVING SUNDAY, October 4, 2020: 
Pastor……………………………………………………………Pastor Dwayne Richardson 
Pianist……………………………………………………………………………………..Bill Brune 
Reader………………………………………………………………………………Anne Reinhart 
Money Counters……….Dave Burtch, Margaret Phlipot and Michelle Johns 
A/V Tech………………………………………………………………………………Brett Kauser 
 
THOSE SERVING NEXT SUNDAY, October 11, 2020: 
Pastor……………………………………………………………Pastor Dwayne Richardson 
Pianist……………………………………………………………………………………..Bill Brune 
Reader…………………………………………………………………………………Dave Burtch 
Money Counters………………………….C.W. and Sandra Harper, Cindy Kauser 
A/V Tech……………………………………………………………………………….Jon Rhodes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	*Gospel                                                                                 Matthew 21:33-46

