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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Paulding, Ohio 

Sunday, October 25, 2020 
Reformation Sunday 
Holy Communion 

10:30 a.m. 
 
 
 

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church.  Rooted in the past and growing 
into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out 
the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good 
news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this 
life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, 
we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship 
and mission. 
 

*please stand as able    
 

 
 
PRELUDE & QUIET MEDITATION 
  
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                           
  

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 
mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
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Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 
name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
 

*GATHERING SONG                                                                             ELW 517 
 “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” 

 Luther’s three stanzas were likely written around 1541-1542, when the 
Turkish army was defeating European forces both on land and at sea. 
This Trinitarian text pleads for protection and steadfastness in times of 
adversity. Many German congregations added a fourth stanza to 
Luther’s words.  

Lord, keep us steadfast in your word; 
curb those who by deceit or sword 

would wrest the kingdom from your Son 
and bring to naught all he has done. 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make known, 

for you are Lord of lords alone; 
defend your holy church, that we 

may sing your praise eternally. 
 

O Comforter of priceless worth, 
send peace and unity on earth; 

support us in our final strife 
and lead us out of death to life. 
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*GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

*KYRIE  ELW pg. 147 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen. 

   
*SONG OF PRAISE                “Glorify Thy Name”                               W&P 42 

Father, we love you, we worship and adore you, 
glorify thy name in all the earth; 

glorify thy name, glorify thy name, glorify thy name in all the earth. 
Jesus, we love you, we worship and adore you, 

glorify thy name in all the earth; 
glorify thy name, glorify thy name, glorify thy name in all the earth. 

 

Spirit, we love you, we worship and adore you, 
glorify thy name in all the earth; 

glorify thy name, glorify thy name, glorify thy name in all the earth. 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews 
the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful 
people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in 
times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and 
bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.     Amen. 
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FIRST READING                                                         Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be 
like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by 
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 
broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says 
the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer 
shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for 
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says 
the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no 
more. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM                                                                           PSALM 46 
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though 

the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains 

tremble with its tumult. 
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy 

habitation of the Most High. 
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at 

the break of day. 
The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the 

earth melts away.  
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
Come now, regard the works of the LORD, what desolations God has 

brought upon the earth; 
behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks 

the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
“Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the 

nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
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SECOND READING                 Romans 3:19-28 
A reading from Romans. 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are 
under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole 
world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be 
justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law 
comes the knowledge of sin. 
21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, 
and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 
distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 
24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of 
atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 
sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he 
himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By 
that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is 
justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  “From Heaven Above”               ELW 268 
(verse 1) 

Luther originally wrote this hymn in 15 stanzas and called it a “Children’s 
Hymn for Christmas Eve.” Like many early Reformation melodies, it is a 
“contrafact,” meaning that original words—in this case, “Good news 
from far abroad I bring”—were replaced with new ones.  

"From heav'n above to earth I come 
to bear good news to ev'ry home! 

Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
to all the world, and gladly sing:" 

 
 

*GOSPEL  John 8:31-36 
The Holy Gospel according to John the eighth chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my 
word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the 
truth will make you free.” They answered him, “We are descendants of 
Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by 
saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits 
sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the 
household; the son has a place there forever. So if the Son makes you 
free, you will be free indeed.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
MORNING MESSAGE                                                            Dr. Shaun Matako 
 

*SONG                           “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”                   ELW 504 
(Verses 1 & 4) 

Written in the late 1520’s and first circulated as an inexpensive single-sheet broadside, 
Martin Luther’s metrical commentary on Psalm 46 has probably been translated more 
frequently than any other hymn in church history. Luther and his contemporaries viewed 
this text as one of “comfort” in the face of adversity, confessing Christ as “the Lord of 
host by name” and reminding us that “no other God we claim.” 

A mighty fortress is our God, 
a sword and shield victorious; 

he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 
and wins salvation glorious. 

The old satanic foe 
has sworn to work us woe! 

With craft and dreadful might 
he arms himself to fight. 

On earth he has no equal. 
 

God's Word forever shall abide, 
no thanks to foes, who fear it; 

for God himself fights by our side 
with weapons of the Spirit. 

Were they to take our house, 
goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
though life be wrenched away, 

they cannot win the day. 
The kingdom's ours forever! 
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*OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 

the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS 
Each petition concludes: “Lord, in your mercy,” 
The congregation responds: “hear our prayer.” 
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all those in need. 
 
Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. 
Where the church is in error, reform it. Where the church speaks your 
truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us 
the working of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we 
care for this planet as a holy habitation for all living things. Sustain all 
peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in 
our own land. Free all from slavery and human trafficking and protect all 
in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. 
Grant healing touch to those who are ill especially especially Carol Flint, 
Elaine Sierer, Betty Blockberger, Mary & Steve Clark, Lynn Conrad, Bud 
Cotterman, Betty Smalley, Jared DeLong, Sam Clippenger, Burl Barnes 
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and Ivan Aldred. Our friends Nick Bostelman, Alice Hunt, Tom Zuber, 
Dale Lucas, Norman Cook, Scott St. John, Dave Foltz, Romaine Boundy, 
Angie Kirk, Dawn Martinez and Nancy Kuns. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have 
remained firm in their commitment to the one who frees us from sin 
and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give 
thanks for our ancestors who have shown us truth and freedom, 
especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the 
church. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
The prayers conclude:  
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for 
whom we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
OFFERING 
 

*OFFERING SONG                    “Give Thanks”                                       W&P 41 
Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, 

give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. 
 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, 
give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. 

 
And now let the weak say, I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,” 

because of what the Lord has done for us. 
 

And now let the weak say, I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,” 
because of what the Lord has done for us. Give thanks. 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our 
life and our labor. Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use 
them to set a table that will heal the whole creation; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Light. 
Amen. 
 

*THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  
  Let us pray. 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all 
things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, 
and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful 
gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway 
home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to 
witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, 
the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our 
faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in 
need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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*BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you 
peace. 
Amen. 
 

*SENDING SONG                    “Go Now in Peace” 
Go now in peace.  Never be afraid 

God will go with you each hour of every day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true 

Know He will guide you in all you do. 
  Go now in love, and show you believe. 

Reach out to others so all the world can see 
God will be there watching from above. 

Go now in peace, in faith and in love. 
Amen, Amen, Amen. 

 
*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
*POSTLUDE 

 
 
WHEN YOU PRAY, REMEMBER…… 
Carol Flint, Elaine Sierer, Betty Blockberger, Mary & Steve Clark, Lynn 
Conrad, Bud Cotterman, Betty Smalley, Jared DeLong, Sam Clippenger, 
Burl Barnes and Ivan Aldred. Our friends Nick Bostelman, Alice Hunt, 
Tom Zuber, Dale Lucas, Norman Cook, Scott St. John, Dave Foltz, 
Romaine Boundy, Angie Kirk, Dawn Martinez and Nancy Kuns. 
 
Those Serving In The United States Military:  Storm Dunakin, Jordan 
Phlipot, Taylor Hatcher, Jared DeLong, Brad Burtch, Tyler Basson, Miah 
Coil, Brad Crawford, Adam Deatrick, Treston Gonzales, Adriana 
Gonzales, Ian Munger, Brendon Lothamer, Suzanne Laney, Sarah Scott, 
Westen Phlipot and Macy Iler. 
 
Child Fund Orphans: Andre & Ana 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 25, 2020: 

OFFERING OCTOBER 18: $1900                           NEEDED WEEKLY:  $3458 
 
The flowers adorning our altar this morning are given to the glory 
of God by David and Carie Lynn Riggenbach in honor of of their 16th 
wedding anniversary and in memory of both of their parents. 
 
 

THOSE SERVING SUNDAY, October 25, 2020: 
Pastor…………………………………………………………….……..……Dr. Shaun Matako 
Pianist……………………………………………………………………………………..Bill Brune 
Reader………………………………………………………………………………….Joan Mapes 
Assisting Minister………………………………………………………………….Renee Boss 
Money Counters………………………………...Dan & Ethel Wilder, Karen Jacobs 
A/V Tech……………………………………………………………………….………Dan Wilder 
 
 
 
THOSE SERVING SUNDAY, November 1, 2020: 
Pastor………………………………………………………………………..Pastor Clyde Singh 
Pianist……………………………………………………………………………………..Bill Brune 
Reader…………………………………………………………………….………..…Dave Burtch 
Money Counters…………....Dave Burtch, Margaret Phlipot, Michelle Johns 
A/V Tech………………………………………………………….………………….C.W. Harper 
 


	The kingdom's ours forever!

