
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Paulding, Ohio 

Sunday, November 15, 2020 
Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

Holy Communion 
10:30 a.m. 

 
 
 
 

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church.  Our readings during November 
speak of the end times. Zephaniah proclaims that the coming day of the 
Lord will be filled with wrath and distress. Paul says it will come like a 
thief in the night and urges us to be awake and sober. Jesus tells the 
parable of the talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still have 
time, for the greater and common good. In a world filled with violence 
and despair, we gather around signs of hope—word, water, bread and 
wine—eager to welcome the good news of Christ’s coming among us. 
 

*please stand as able    
 

 
 
PRELUDE & QUIET MEDITATION 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                           
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 
mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 
name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
 

*GATHERING SONG “This Little Light of Mine ” ELW 677 
This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

Ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 
*GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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*KYRIE          ELW pg. 147 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

  Amen. 
 
*SONG OF PRAISE  ELW 815 

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 
I want to walk as a child of the light. 

I want to follow Jesus. 
God set the stars to give light to the world. 

The star of my life is Jesus. 
 

Refrain 
In him there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

I want to see the brightness of God. 
I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path, 
and show me the way to the Father. Refrain 

 

I'm looking for the coming of Christ. 
I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience the race, 
we shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its 
peoples, and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with 
justice and wisdom and prepare us for the joy of the day of your 
coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING  Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 

Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is at hand; 
the LORD has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. 

At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the 
people who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their 
hearts, “The LORD will not do good, nor will he do harm.” Their wealth 
shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they build 
houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they 
shall not drink wine from them. 

The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the sound 
of the day of the LORD is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. That day 
will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and 
devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick 
darkness, a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified 
cities and against the lofty battlements. 

I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the 
blind; because they have sinned against the LORD, their blood shall be 
poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung. Neither their silver nor 
their gold will be able to save them on the day of the LORD’s wrath; in 
the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed; for a full, a 
terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM                                                                            Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 12 
1Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another. 
2Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth 
were born, from age to age you are God. 
3You turn us back to the dust and say, “Turn back, O children of earth.” 
4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past 
and like a watch in the night;  
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5you sweep them away like a dream, they fade away suddenly like the 
grass: 
6in the morning it is green and flourishes; in the evening it is dried up 
and withered. 
7For we are consumed by your anger; we are afraid because of your 
wrath. 
8Our iniquities you have set before you, and our secret sins in the light 
of your countenance. 
12So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to 
wisdom.  
 
SECOND READING  1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you 
do not need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves know 
very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 
When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction 
will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and 
there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that 
day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light and 
children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then let 
us not fall asleep as others do but let us keep awake and be sober; for 
those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at 
night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the 
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For 
God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or 
asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage one another and 
build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   ELW Pg. 151 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. 
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*GOSPEL  Matthew 25:14-30 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the twenty fifth chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord.  

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, 
summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he 
gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to 
his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five 
talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more 
talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two 
more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and 
dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time 
the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then 
the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five 
more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I 
have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good 
and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will 
put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 
master.’ And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, 
‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more 
talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; 
you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of 
many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had 
received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that 
you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering 
where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your 
talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master 
replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap 
where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought 
to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would 
have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from 
him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who 
have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from 
those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for 
this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
MORNING MESSAGE   Pastor Clyde Singh 
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SONG “Shine, Jesus Shine” ELW 671 
Refrain                                   Shine, Jesus, shine, 

fill this land with the Father’s glory; 
blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire. 

Flow, river, flow, 
flood the nations with grace and mercy; 

send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light! 
 

Lord, the light of your love is shining, 
in the midst of the darkness, shining; 

Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us, 
set us free by the truth you now bring us. 

Shine on me, shine on me: Refrain 
 

As we gaze on your kingly brightness, 
so our faces display your likeness, 
ever changing from glory to glory, 

mirrored here, may our lives tell your story. 
Shine on me, shine on me: Refrain 

  
*OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS 
Each petition concludes: “Hear us O God,” 
The congregation responds: “Your mercy is great.” 
 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring 
of God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need. 
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Lord of the church, ignite your people with the passion of your love. By 
the fire of your Holy Spirit, unify us across ministries, congregations, and 
denominations, and refine us to participate in your activity throughout 
the world. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands and praise 
you for the beauty of nature. Bless the earth for your glory and restore 
its integrity where exploitation has caused ruin. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in the ears of all leaders. 
Increase concern for those who are most vulnerable, especially as 
international leaders forge trade agreements and cooperate to end 
human rights abuses. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress. Scatter the 
heavy clouds of depression, chronic illness, unemployment, and 
loneliness with your radiant light. Send us as encouragement and signs 
of your healing. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Lord of the stranger, stir up holy restlessness in us to extend love to 
those at the margins. Release our desire for control and open us to 
learn from the perspectives of others. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Lord of the living and the dead, we give you thanks for all the saints at 
rest from their labors. Rouse us to live by their example, that saints yet 
to come may also know your love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
The prayers conclude:  
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day 
when you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign 
forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
OFFERING 

 
*OFFERING SONG “Create in Me A Clean Heart, O God” LBW pg. 96 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth 
and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who 
hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to 
feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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*SANCTUS “Holy, holy, holy…” ELW pg. 153 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the 
sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on 
the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, 
and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all 
who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 

 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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MEAL OF HOLY COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
*THE BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us 
in his grace.     
Amen 
 

*SONG “One Bread, One Body” W&P 111 
(refrain, verse 2, refrain) 

  Refrain  One bread, one body, on Lord of all; 
one cup of blessing which we bless, 

and we, though many throughout the earth, 
we are one body in this one Lord. 

 
Many the gifts, many the works, 

One in the Lord of all.  Refrain 
 

*PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us 
forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming 
love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

*BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you 
peace. 
Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG  “Go Now in Peace” 
Go now in peace.  Never be afraid 

God will go with you each hour of every day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true 

Know He will guide you in all you do. 
 Go now in love, and show you believe. 

Reach out to others so all the world can see 
God will be there watching from above. 

Go now in peace, in faith and in love. 
Amen, Amen, Amen. 

 
*DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE 
 

 
 

Birthdays: 
Shawn Brewer……….……………………………………………….………...November 16 
Kurt Tempel………………………………………………………….………..…November 16 
Barry DeLong.…………………………………………………….…………..…November 17 
Jason Gaisford.………………………………………………………………….November 19 
 
WHEN YOU PRAY, REMEMBER…… 
Carol Flint, Elaine Sierer, Betty Blockberger, Mary & Steve Clark, Lynn 
Conrad, Bud Cotterman, Betty Smalley, Jared DeLong, Sam Clippenger, 
Burl Barnes, John Englehart and Ivan Aldred. Our friends Nick 
Bostelman, Alice Hunt, George Hunt, Roberta, Tom Zuber, Dale Lucas, 
Norman Cook, Scott St. John, Dave Foltz, Romaine Boundy, and Nancy 
Kuns. 
Those Serving In The United States Military:  Storm Dunakin, Jordan 
Phlipot, Taylor Hatcher, Jared DeLong, Brad Burtch, Tyler Basson, Miah 
Coil, Brad Crawford, Adam Deatrick, Treston Gonzales, Adriana 
Gonzales, Ian Munger, Brendon Lothamer, Suzanne Laney, Sarah Scott, 
Westen Phlipot and Macy Iler. 
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Child Fund Orphans: Andre & Ana 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 8, 2020: 
OFFERING November 8: $563.00                     NEEDED WEEKLY:  $3458 
 

The flowers adorning our altar this morning are given to the glory 
of God by Doug & Judy Smith in memory of loved ones. 
 
Congregational meeting today directly after church regarding the 
food pantry.  Please plan to attend. 
 
Christmas for Kids are asking for monetary donations this year due 
to COVID.  If you would like to donate, please mark Christmas for 
Kids on your donation envelope. 
 
 
THOSE SERVING SUNDAY, November 15, 2020: 
Pastor………………………………………………………………………..Pastor Clyde Singh 
Pianist……………………………………………………………………………………..Bill Brune 
Reader……………………………………………………………………..………..…Renee Boss 
Money Counters…………...................Dennis & Cheryl Sanderson, Sue Beck 
A/V Tech………………………………………………………..….………………….Jon Rhodes 
 
THOSE SERVING SUNDAY, November 22, 2020: 
Pastor…………………………………………………………...Pastor Dwayne Richardson 
Pianist……………………………………………………………………………………..Bill Brune 
Reader…………………………………………………………………………..…Anne Reinhart 
Assisting Minister………………………………………………………………..C.W. Harper 
Money Counters………….........................Dan & Ethel Wilder, Karen Jacobs 
A/V Tech………………………………………………………….…………………...Dan Wilder 
 
 
 


