
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Paulding, Ohio 

Sunday, December 13, 2020 
Third Sunday in Advent 

Holy Communion 
10:30 a.m. 

 
Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church “Rejoice always,” begins the 
reading from 1 Thessalonians. Isaiah and the psalmist make clear that 
God is turning our mourning into laughter and shouts of joy. “All God’s 
children got a robe,” go the words of a spiritual. It is not so much a 
stately, formal, pressed outfit as it is a set of party clothes, clothes we 
are happy to wear. We receive that robe in baptism, and in worship we 
gather for a foretaste of God’s party. 
season.  
 

*please stand as able  

  
PRELUDE & QUIET MEDITATION 
  
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                           
  

*INVOCATION 
We gather in the name of the Father and of the ✠Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Amen. 
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 
mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 
name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
 

*GATHERING SONG                                                                            LBW 54 
“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” 

(Verses 1 & 4) 
It came upon the midnight clear, 

that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth 

to touch their harps of gold: 
"Peace on the earth, good will to all, 

from heav'n's all-gracious king." 
The world in solemn stillness lay 

to hear the angels sing. 
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For lo! The days are hast'ning on, 
by prophets seen of old, 

when with the ever-circling years 
shall come the time foretold, 

when peace shall over all the earth 
its ancient splendors fling, 

and all the world give back the song 
which now the angels sing. 

*ADVENT CALL TO WORSHIP 
As we move deeper into the season of Advent, focusing on our Lord’s 
coming, we light the third candle—the candle of joy. This is the joy the 
angel spoke about to the shepherds as he said:  
I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all people. 
(Three blue candles are lit.) 
 

Though you have not seen Christ, you love him; 
Even though we do not see him now, we believe in him and are filled 
with an inexpressible and glorious joy. 
 

For you are receiving the goal of your faith, 
The salvation of our souls. 
 

So with all the joy of Christ’s coming, we gather and sing: 
 

*HYMN               “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”           WOV 630 
 (verses 1-3) 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 
let the light banish darkness. 

He shall bring salvation to Israel, 
God fulfills the promise. 

 
Light two candles to watch for Messiah: 

let the light banish darkness. 
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, 

gently lead them homeward. 
 

Light three candles to watch for Messiah: 
let the light banish darkness. 

Lift your heads and lift high the gateway 
for the King of glory. 



4 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to 
the words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may 
testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

*FIRST READING                                                                    Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
1The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed 
me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the 
prisoners; 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to provide for those 
who mourn in Zion— to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of 
gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint 
spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, 
to display his glory. 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall 
raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the 
devastations of many generations. 
8For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will 
faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting 
covenant with them. 9Their descendants shall be known among the 
nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall 
acknowledge that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 10I will 
greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he 
has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with 
the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a 
garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth 
brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to 
spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring 
up before all the nations. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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*PSALM                                                                                                  Psalm 126 
  1When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, then were we like those 

who dream. 
2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts 
of joy. Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great 
things for them.” 
3The LORD has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed. 
4Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses of the Negeb.  
5Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy. 
6Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, will come again with 
joy, shouldering their sheaves.  

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                              Sung by Jon Rhodes and Angela Cowdrick 

“Great Are You Oh Lord” 
 

*SECOND READING                                                    1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not 
quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of prophets, 21but test 
everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of evil. 
23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your 
spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do 
this. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION            “Emmanuel”                                     W&P 36 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, 

His name is called Emmanuel; 
God with us, revealed in us; 

His name is called Emmanuel. 
 

*GOSPEL                                                                                    John 1:6-8, 19-28 
The holy gospel according to John the first chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 
     19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and 
did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked 
him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 
prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? 
Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?” 23He said,  “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” as the prophet Isaiah said. 
  24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, 
“Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, 
nor the prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among 
you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took place 
in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
MORNING MESSAGE                                                          Pastor Clyde Singh 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                “The First Noel”                                    LBW 56 

(Verses 1, 3, & 5) 
The first Noel the angel did say 

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 

on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

Born is the King of Israel. 
 

And by the light of that same star 
three wise men came from country far; 

to seek for a king was their intent, 
and to follow the star wherever it went. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 
Born is the King of Israel. 
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Then entered in those wise men three, 
full rev'rently upon their knee, 

and offered there in his presence 
their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 
Born is the King of Israel. 

 
*APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.  
Amen 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each petition concludes: “Hear us, O God,”  
The congregation responds: “Your mercy is great.” 
God of power and might, shine your radiance and come quickly to this 
weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 

God of preachers and messengers, you have entrusted your church with 
the work of proclaiming good news. Strengthen the witness of bishops, 
pastors, deacons, church musicians, lay leaders, and all people who 
contribute their prayers and talents to public worship. Embed your 
word in their hearts. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of every living creature, you announce the year of your favor for all 
of creation. Extend your kindness and relief to endangered animals and 
plants. Strengthen the human beings who rely on the rhythms of nature 
to make their living. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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God of all peoples and nations, you plant us as your oaks of 
righteousness and ask us to care for one another. Be present with the 
leaders of every nation as they govern. Give them a spirit of 
righteousness, that your goodness and mercy is revealed through their 
actions. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of exiles and wanderers, you repair what was once destroyed. We 
pray for people who have been displaced from their homes by fire, 
flood, earthquake, or storm. Support the work of Lutheran World Relief, 
Lutheran Disaster Response, and all disaster relief organizations in their 
recovery efforts. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of tenderness, you know sorrow and joy alike. We pray for those in 
our families and congregation who are not joyful in this holiday season. 
Comfort those who grieve, be a companion to all who are lonely, tend 
those who are sick or struggling with depression especially Carol Flint, 
Elaine Sierer, Betty Blockberger, Mary & Steve Clark, Lynn Conrad, Bud 
Cotterman, Betty Smalley, Jared DeLong, Sam Clippenger, Burl Barnes, 
and Ivan Aldred. Our friends Nick Bostelman, Alice Hunt, George Hunt, 
Roberta, Tom Zuber, Scott St. John, Romaine Boundy, Bob and Gretchen 
Noneman and Nancy Kuns and gather all people in your healing 
embrace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of the powerful and helpless, you clothe us with strength when our 
spirits are weak and weary. Bestow your spirit upon this congregation 
and empower us to comfort the people who turn to us in times of need. 
Make your church a place of refuge and healing. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of sinners and saints, you offer joy even in the midst of our grief. 
We are grateful for the beloved, imperfect people whose lives testified 
to your radiant love. Anoint all who mourn with the oil of gladness. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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The prayers conclude: 
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 
OFFERING 

 
*OFFERING SONG               “We Are An Offering”                            W&P 146 

We lift our voice, we lift our hands, 
We lift our lives up to you; we are an offering. 

Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands, 
Lord, use our lives, they are yours; we are an offering 

All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to 
you, we give to you. 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you:  
We are an offering, we are an offering 

 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your 
creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as 
we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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*PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the 
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things 
new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And 
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*SANCTUS “Holy, holy, holy…” ELW pg. 153 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the 
sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on 
the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, 
and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all 
who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

*COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
*COMMUNION SONG         “One Bread, One Body”                    W&P 111 

(Verse 2) 
One bread, one body, one Lord of all; 
one cup of blessing which we bless, 

and we, though many throughout the earth, 
we are one body in this one Lord. 
Many the gifts, many the works, 

one in the Lord of all. 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Let us pray. 
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day 
when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make 
known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*BLESSING 
Now may the Lord restore to us the joy of his salvation, and uphold us 
with a willing spirit. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his 
face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you 
with favor and give you peace.  
Amen. 
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*SENDING HYMN                    “Joy to the World”                                 LBW 39 
(Verses 1-2, 4) 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her king; 

let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
and heav'n and nature sing, 
and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace 
and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love. 

*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE 

 
Birthdays: 
Mindy Ankney..………..………………………………..…….….…….........December 19 
Anne Reinhart.…..……………………………………………...….………..…December 20  
 
Anniversaries: 
John Henry and Anna Kauser……………………………………………..December 20 
Greg and Pam Frederick…………………………………………………….December 22 
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WHEN YOU PRAY, REMEMBER…… 
Carol Flint, Elaine Sierer, Betty Blockberger, Mary & Steve Clark, Lynn 
Conrad, Bud Cotterman, Betty Smalley, Jared DeLong, Sam Clippenger, 
Burl Barnes, and Ivan Aldred. Our friends Nick Bostelman, Alice Hunt, 
George Hunt, Roberta, Tom Zuber, Scott St. John, Romaine Boundy, Bob 
and Gretchen Noneman and Nancy Kuns. 
 
Those Serving In The United States Military: Jordan Phlipot, Taylor 
Hatcher, Jared DeLong, Miah Coil, Brad Crawford, Adam Deatrick, 
Adriana Gonzales, Ian Munger, Brendon Lothamer, Suzanne Laney, 
Sarah Scott, Westen Phlipot and Macy Iler. 
 
Child Fund Orphans: Andre & Ana 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 13, 2020: 
OFFERING December 6: $1602                     NEEDED WEEKLY:  $3458 
 
The flowers adorning our altar this morning are given to the glory 
of God by Jon & Sue Rhodes in memory of Jerry Rhodes. 
 
We will be having a Blue Christmas service today, December 13 at 
4pm.  Pastor Clyde Singh will be leading our service. 
 
THOSE SERVING SUNDAY, December 13, 2020: 
Pastor………………..……………………………………………………...Pastor Clyde Singh 
Pianist……………………………………………………………………………………..Bill Brune 
Reader……………………………………………………………………………….…Renee Boss 
Money Counters............................Dan & Ethel Wilder, and Karen Jacobs 
A/V Tech………………………………………………………….…………….......Brett Kauser 
 
THOSE SERVING SUNDAY, December 20, 2020: 
Pastor………………………………………………………………………..Pastor Clyde Singh 
Pianist……………………………………………………………………………………..Bill Brune 
Reader……………………………………………………………………….………..Dave Burtch 
Money Counters…………....Dave Burtch, Michelle Johns, Margaret Phlipot 
A/V Tech………………………………………………………….………………......Jon Rhodes 


