
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Paulding, Ohio 

Sunday, December 27, 2020 
1 Christmas 

Service of the Word 
10:30 a.m. 

 
Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church.  The psalmist calls on the natural 
world, celestial bodies, fire and earth, creatures, and all humanity, to 
praise God. The voices of Simeon and 84-year-old Anna join the chorus 
today, recognizing what God is doing in Jesus. Simeon’s song is often 
sung after communion, for we have seen God’s salvation in the 
assembled community and have held Jesus in our hands in the bread. 
Then, like the prophet Anna, we tell of Jesus to all who look for the 
healing of the world. 
 

*please stand as able   
 

 
 
PRELUDE & QUIET MEDITATION 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                           
 

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the 
rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's 
mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. We 
give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the 
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in 
which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered 
Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your people Israel from 
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as 
daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
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We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we 
praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your 
Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. To you 
be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
*GATHERING SONG  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”                      ELW 270 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn king; 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled." 
Joyful, all you nations, rise; 

join the triumph of the skies; 
with angelic hosts proclaim, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn king!" 

 

Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

late in time behold him come, 
offspring of a virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
Hail, incarnate deity! 

Pleased as man with us to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel! 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn king!" 

 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! 
Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 

ris'n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 

born that we no more may die, 
born to raise each child of earth, 

born to give us second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn king!" 
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*GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and 
yet more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine 
life of the one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING                                                                    Isaiah 60:10—62:3 
10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered 
me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with 
a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the 
earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it 
to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to 
spring up before all the nations. 
 62:1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will 
not rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation 
like a burning torch. 2The nations shall see your vindication, and all the 
kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth 
of the LORD will give. 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the 
LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM                                                                                                  Psalm 148 
1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the heights. 
2Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. 
4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the 
heavens. 
5Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they were 
created, 
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6who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that 
shall not pass away.  
7Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; 
8fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
9mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 
10wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 
11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the 
world; 
12young men and maidens, old and young together.  
13Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only is exalted, 
whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all 
faithful servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near the 
LORD. Hallelujah!  
 
SECOND READING: Galatians 4:4-7 
4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under 
the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 6And because 
you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a 
child then also an heir, through God. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                       W&P 77 

“Jesus, Name Above All Names” 
Jesus, name above all names, 

beautiful Savior, glorious Lord, 
Emmanuel, God is with us, 

blessed Redeemer, living Word. 
 

*GOSPEL                                                                                          Luke 2:22-40 
  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the second chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord.  
22When the time came for their purification according to the law of 
Moses, [Joseph and Mary] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present 
him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn 
male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they offered a 
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sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of 
turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 
  25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this 
man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of 
Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him 
by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 
Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; 
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was 
customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised 
God, saying, 29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
according to your word; 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 31which 
you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation 
to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 
  33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being 
said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother 
Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in 
Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts 
of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
  36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the 
tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband 
seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-
four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and 
prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came, and began to praise 
God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the 
redemption of Jerusalem. 
  39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, 
they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40The child 
grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was 
upon him. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
MORNING MESSAGE                                           Pastor Dwayne Richardson 
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SONG                                     “What Child Is This?”                             ELW 296 
What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

while shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the king, 

whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud, 

the babe, the son of Mary! 
 

Why lies he in such mean estate 
where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
the silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 
the cross be borne for me, for you; 

hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
the babe, the son of Mary! 

 
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

come, peasant, king, to own him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; 

let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, 

the virgin sings her lullaby; 
joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
the babe, the son of Mary! 

*APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.  
Amen 
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*PRAYERS 
Each petition concludes:  “Hear us, O God,” 
The congregation responds:  “Your mercy is great.” 
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all who are in need. 

Night and day, all creation praises you, O God. Strengthen your church 
across nations, denominations, and traditions. Fill us with wisdom and 
unify our proclamation of your forgiveness and mercy. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
All creation is holy to you, O God. You cause the earth to bring forth its 
shoots and gardens to spring up. Protect hibernating animals and frozen 
lands that wait earnestly for longer days of awakening and growth. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
The nations are upheld by your hand, O God. Cause righteousness and 
praise to spring forth, inspiring leaders to serve with compassion and 
integrity. Send your spirit of discernment upon legislators grappling with 
complex decisions for the sake of the common good. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Send the spirit of your Son into our hearts, O God. Come quickly to 
hearts that race with fear, hearts that break with grief, and hearts that 
long for wholeness. Reveal your power to heal and to save. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Adopt us into your family, O God. Bless our elders with the peace and 
joy of Simeon and Anna. Strengthen those who have retired, those who 
work in older age, and those in need of income, food, company, or 
health care. Connect young and old across generations. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Let us depart in peace, O God, according to your word. For all your 
saints, we give you thanks. Prepare our salvation in the sight of all your 
witnesses of every time and place. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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The prayers conclude:  
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these 
and all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
OFFERING 

 
*OFFERING SONG                “We Are an Offering”                           W&P 146 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
We lift our lives up to you: we are an offering. 

Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands, 
Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering. 

All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, 
We give to you, we give to you. 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
We lift our lives up to you: we are an offering, 

We are an offering. 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our 
life and our labor. Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use 
them to set a table that will heal the whole creation; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Light. 
Amen. 

 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever.    Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG     “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”                   ELW 288 
Good Christian friends, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
give ye heed to what we say: 

Jesus Christ is born today; 
ox and ass before him bow, 

and he is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today! 
Christ is born today! 

 

Good Christian friends, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye hear of endless bliss: 

Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He has opened heaven's door, 
and we are blest forevermore. 

Christ was born for this! 
Christ was born for this! 

 

Good Christian friends, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 

now ye need not fear the grave; 
Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all 

to gain the everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! 
Christ was born to save! 

*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
*POSTLUDE 
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Birthdays: 
Hunter Emerling..………..…….…………………………….….…….........December 30 
Audrey Weippert….…..……………………………………...….………..…December 30 
Jordan Monnier………………………………………………………………….December 31  
Deb Howell………………………………………………………………………………January 2 
 
WHEN YOU PRAY, REMEMBER…… 
Carol Flint, Elaine Sierer, Betty Blockberger, Mary & Steve Clark, Lynn 
Conrad, Bud Cotterman, Betty Smalley, Jared DeLong, Sam Clippenger, 
Burl Barnes, and Ivan Aldred. Our friends Nick Bostelman, Alice Hunt, 
George Hunt, Roberta, Tom Zuber, Scott St. John, Romaine Boundy, Bob 
and Gretchen Noneman, Joey DenHerder and Nancy Kuns. 
 
Those Serving In The United States Military: Jordan Phlipot, Taylor 
Hatcher, Jared DeLong, Miah Coil, Brad Crawford, Adam Deatrick, 
Adriana Gonzales, Ian Munger, Brendon Lothamer, Suzanne Laney, 
Sarah Scott, Westen Phlipot and Macy Iler. 
 
Child Fund Orphans: Andre & Ana 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 27, 2020: 

OFFERING December 20: $2127                     NEEDED WEEKLY:  $3458 
 

The flowers adorning our altar this morning are given to the glory 
of God by Sue Beck in honor of family. 
 
THOSE SERVING SUNDAY, December 27, 2020: 
Pastor………………………………………………………..…Pastor Dwayne Richardson 
Pianist……………………………………………………………………………………..Bill Brune 
Reader……………………………………………………………………….………..Doug Burtch 
Money Counters…………………………......CW & Sandra Harper, Cindy Kauser 
A/V Tech………………………………………………………….………………......Dan Wilder 
 
THOSE SERVING SUNDAY, January 3, 2021: 
Pastor………………………………………………………………………..Pastor Clyde Singh 
Pianist……………………………………………………………………………………..Bill Brune 
Reader……………………………………………………………………….…….…..Renee Boss 
Money Counters…………...................Dennis & Cheryl Sanderson, Sue Beck 
A/V Tech………………………………………………………….………………..........Tim Boss 


